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According to the 


Goſpel-lnſtitution. 


CHAP. I 
The Neceſſity of Believers to joyn: 
themſelves in Church-Order.. 


T is the Duty of every Believer, of” 
every Diſciple of Chriſt, to jon him 
ſelf, for the due and orderly obſer. 

vation and performance of rhe Commints 

of Chriſt, unto the Glory of God, and; 
| their own Edificartion, Ma th. 28. 18,1920» * 
This in general 15 granced by all forts -* 
and Partics cf men; the grant of it, is 

? the greund whereon they ſtand in the 
management of their mutual fends in 
Religion, pleading that men ought ro be 
| A 2 of, 
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4 The Duty of Believers, 
of, or joyn themſelves unto this or that 
Church, ſtjil fuppofirg tar ir is thier 
Duxry to be of one or anorher. 

Yea, i: 1s grantcd alio. that Perſons 
ought to chyſe war Chvrches they will 
joyn themſelves unw, wherein they may 
have the beſt advanizge unto their Re1- 
fication and Salvation, They are to chuſe 
ro joyn themſelves nnto rthar Church 
which is in a'l rhings moſt according to 
the mind of Gol. 

This it 1s fappoſed is the Liberty and 
Duty of every Man'; for if it be not ſo, 
it is the foohſheſt thing i- the Wor'd, 
for any to attempt to ger others from one 
Church unto another ; which is almoſt the 
whole buſineſs of Religion, that ſome 
think themſelves concerned to atrend 
unto. 

Bur yer notwirhſtanding thefe Corceſ- 
ſions, when things. come to the txirt in 
particular, there 1s vcry lintle gganred in 
complyance wich the Afertion laid down, 
For bcffiles that it is not a Church of 
Divine Inſticution, chat is intended in 
theſe Conceſſions, when it comes unto 
the iff've, where a Man is born, and in 
wher Church he is Baptized in his Ii:fan- 
cy, there all choice 35s prevented, and in 
rhe Communion of that Church he is to 
abice, on che penalties of being eſteemed 
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The Daty of Believers. 5 
and dealt with as a Schiſmatich. In what 
Natinal Church any perfon is baptized, 
in that National Church ne is to continue, 
or anſwer the contrary, at his peril. And 
in the Precin&ts of what Pariſh his Habi- 
ration falls to be, in that particular Pariſh 
Church is he bourd ro Communicate in all 
Ordinances of Worſhip. I fay, in the 
judgment of many, whazever 1s pretend- 
ed of meas jyning themſelves unto the tru» 
eſt and pureſt Churches, there is no Li+ 
berty of Judgment or Practice in eicher 
of theſe things left unto any of the Dil- 
ciples of Chriſt 

Wherefore the Liberty and Duty propo=- 
ſed, being the Foundation of all orderly. 
Evangelical Profeſſion, and that wherein. 
the Conſciences of Believers are greatly. 
concerned, I ſhall = down one Propos. 
ſition wherein *t1s allcrred,. in the ſence. 
I.zntend, and then fully confirm ir. 

The Propoſition ir ſelf is this: 

It is the duly of every one who profeſſeth. 
Faith in Chrift Feſus, and takes due care of 
his. ewn Eternal Salvation, voluntarily and. 
by his own choice to joyn himſelf unto fome 
particular Congregation of Chriſts Inftirutton, 
for bis own Spiritaal Edification, and [the 
right diſcharge of his Commards. 

1+. THIS Duty is preſcribed ( 1.) unto- 
them only who profeſs Faith in Chriſt Fes 
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6 The Dnty of Believers. 
Jus , who own themfelves to be his Diſ- 
ciples, char call Jefus Lord. For this is} 
the method of the Gofpel, that firſt mer |} 
by the Preaching of it be made Diſciptes, 
or bebrougttr unto Faith! in Chrift Jefus, | 
and then be rtughr ro do and obſerve # 
whatever he commands, Matth. 28. 18, & 
T9, 20. firſt co believe, ant then to be * 
z&>ded unto the Church, A. 2. 4t, 42, 7 
46, 47. Men muſt firſt jon themſeives uns 
f te Lord, or give up themſelves unco: 3 
tim, before they can give up themticlves 
unto the Church, according to: the mind 7 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor. $. 5, We arc nor there- 2 
fore coneerned ac preſem as unto rhem, 
who either nor ar all profeſs Faith t+ | 
Ehriſt Jeſus, or elfe rhrough 1gnorance of 
the Fundamer.ral Principles of Religion, 
and wickedneſs of Life, do drftroy or # 
urrerly render uſeleſs that. Profefion, 
We donor fay ir is the dury ct ſuch per- 
ſons, thar 15, rheir immediate duty, in the 
ſtare wherem they are, ro joyn them- 
ſelves unro any Church, Nay. it is the | 
dury of every Charch, to refuſe them | 
their Communion, whilſt chey abide in» | 
thar ſtare. There are orher duties ro'be ; 
arr ehe firſk place preſſed on them. where. 
by they may be made meet for cis. So 
in:the Primitive” cimes, aſthough in- the 
exrxaordfinary Conyerſions umto. Chriſti 
| anity 
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aniry that were made among the Jews, 
who befure belonged unro Gods Covenant, 
they were all inimediarely added unro 
che Church, yer afterwards, 1n the or- 
dmary way of the” Converfron of men, 
che Churches did nor mmeriately admir 
them into compleat Communion, bur kepe 
chem as Cetechameners, for the ercreaſe 
cf their knowledge, and terial of their 
profeflion, until they were judged meet 
to be joyned unto che Church. And 
they are nor ro blame who recetve nor 
fuch mro compleat Communon with them, 
unto whom it is nor 2 preſenr duty ro 
deffre thac Communion. Yea, the ad- 
miffiorr of fuch perſons mto Church. Soct« 
eries, much more rhe compe'lmg of rhenmr 
to be Members of rhis or that Charcit, 
almoſt wherhcr rhey will or no, is con- 
rrary to the rule of the Word, the ex- 
ample of the Primitive Churches, and 2 
= expedient to: hardery men in rltery 
Ins. 

We ds therefore ayow, that we Ccatts 
not admir any ime our Chrych Socterjer, 
4s to complear Memberſhip, and aaat 
Tarereſt in the priviiedges of che Church, 
who do not, by 2 profeſſion of Farthy in, 
and obettience unto Fefus Chrit®,, ng 
-— contradited by of life, ntanj- 

* themſelves ro be ſuch, a5 whote 
duty 
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daty it is, to joyn themſelves unto any } 
Church. Neither do we 1ujure any bap- |} 


tized Perſmg hereby, or oppoſe any of their 
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Right unto, and Intereſt in the Church, # 
bur only as they did nniverſally 1n the } 


Primitive Churches, after the death of 
the Apoſtles, we dire& them into that way 
and method, wherein they may be recel- 
ved unto the glory cf Chriſt, and their 
own edification. And we do therefore af= 
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firm, that we will never deny that Com-. | 


muniou unto any perſon, high or low, 


rich or poor, old or young, male or fe- 


male, whoſe duty it 1s to deſire it, 

2. IT 1s added in the deſcription of 
the Subje&t, Thar it is ſuch an one who 
takes due care of his owu Salvation. Mas 
ny there are who profeſs themſelves to 
be Chriſtians, who it may be hear the 
word willingly, and do many things glad- 
ly, yer do nor eſteem rhemſelves ovli- 
ged unto a diligent enquiry into, and a 
preciſe obſervation of all the commands 
of Chriſt. Bur ir is ſuch whom we in» 
rend, who conſtantly fix their minds on 
the enjoyment of God, as their chiecfeſt 
good and utmoſt end , who thereon due- 
Iy conſider the means of attaining it$ 
and apply themſelves rhereunto. . And 
it 15 to be feared, that the number. of 
fach perſons will nor be found ro be wry 
great 
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great im the world z, Which is ſufficient to | 


rake oft che reproaclt from ſome particu» 
lar Congregations of the ſmalnels of r:eir 
number. Such they ever were, and {itch 
is it foretold that they ſhould be. Num- 
ber waz never yes eſtcemed a note of the 
rac Church, by any bur thoſe, whoſe 
worldly intereſt ic is that it ſhould ſo be 5 
yet ar preſent abpolutely in theſe Nation, 


* the number of ſuch perſons is not ſmall. 


3, Of theſe perſons tr 1s ſaid, thar 


is their duty ſo t0 diſpoſe of themſelves. It 


is nor that which they may do, as 2 con» 
venience, or an advantage ; not thar 
which others may do for them, bur whicty 
they muſt 41 for themfelves in a way of 
duty. Ir is an Obediential AF unro the 
commands of Chriſt ; whereunto i re- 
quired ſubje&tion of Confcierce unto his. 


Authority, Faith in-his promiſes. as alfo- 


a reſpe& unto an appeara!.ce before his: 
Tudgwent-Throne at the lit day. The 
way of the Church of Rmme to compel 
men into their Communion, and keep 
them in it, by fire and fagit, cr any 
other means of exrernal force, derives. 


m2re from the A/coran than the Goſpel. 


Neither dorh tr anſwer the mind of Chrift 
in the Inftication, End, and Order of 
Church-Sctcrtes, char men ſhould become 
Members of chem, parcly by that which 
15 
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1s no way in their own power, and part- 
ly-by what their wills are regulated in, 
by the Laws of men. For it is, as was 
ſaid, commonly eſteemed, that men being 
bn and baptized in ſuch a Natton, are 
tlereby made members of the Church af 


that Nation 3 and by living within ſuch / 


Parochial Precins, as the Law of the * 
Land hath Arbitrarily eſtabliſhed , are ' 
members of this or that particular Con» * 
gregatton. Ar leaſt they are accounted ' 


1o far to belong unto theſe Churches, as 
ro render them liable unto all owrward 
puniſhments, that ſhall be thought meer 
to be inflited on them, who comply not 
with them. So far as theſe perſwaſions 
and aRings according unto them, do pre. 
vail, ſo far are they deſtrugive- of the 
principal foundation of the external Be- 
ing and Order of the Church. But thac 
mens joyning themſelves in, or unts any 
Church Society, is, or ought to be, a 
uvluntary aF, or an a of free choice, in 
mere obedience unto the Authority and 
commands of Chriſt, is ſo ſacred a truth, 
ſo evident in the Scripture, ſo neceſſary 
from irs ſubje&K marrer, ſo tcſtifyed un- 
to by the praftice of all the firſt Churches 
es 3 as that it deſpiſerth ail oppoſition. 
And I know nct how any can reconcile 
the common prattice of giving men the 
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of, or belonging unto this or chat Church, 
as unto toral Communion, who deſire or 
chuſe no ſuch thing, unto this acknowledge 
ed principle. 

5s. THERE is a double jojning unto the 
Church; (1.) That which 1s, as unto total 
Communion in all the duties and priviledges 
of the Church, which is that whereof we 
treat, (2.) An adberence wnto the Church, 
as unto the means of Inſtrution and Edi- 
ficarion to be attained thereby. So per- 
ſons may adbere unto any Church, who yer 
are nor meet, or free on ſcme preſent 
conhderation, to confed«crate with it, as 
unto toral Communion; ſee AZ. 5. 13, 14+ 
And of this ſort in a peculiar manner, are 
the baptized Children of .the members of 
the*Church. For although they are nor 
capable of performirg Church duties, cr 
enjoying Church-priviledges in their tens 
der years; nor can have a right unto to- 
tal Communion, before the reſlification 
of their own voluntary corſent thereuuto, 
and choice thereof ; yet are they ina pe- 
culiar manner under the care and inſpe- 
Ricn of the Church, ſo far as the outward 
adminiſtration of the Covenant in all the 
means of it, is commitred thereunto z 
and their duty it 1s, according to their 
-capacity,' to attend unto the _—— of 

ar 
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char Church whereunro they do be- 
long. 


6. THE Propoſition reſpe&s a wvi/ib!: | 


profeſſing Church. And T intend ſuch a 


Church 1n general, as avowerh Aurhorie | 


ty from Chriſt; (1.) For the Min/ſteria/ 
Preaching of the Word; (2.) Aiminiſtra- 


tion of the Sacraments, (3+) For the Exe#- | 


ciſe of Evangelical Diſcipline ; and (4.) To 


mrRm—_— 
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gtve a publick, teſlimmy againlt che Devil © 


and rhe World, not contradifing their 


profeflion with any corrupt Principles or * 


PcaRices inconſiſtent wich ir. What 1s 
required in parcicular, that any of them 


may be meet to be joyned unto ſuch a | 


Church, we ſhall afcerwards enquire. 

9. IT is generally ſaid, that out of the 
Church there is no Salvation 3 and the truth 
hereof is teſtified unto in the Scriptures, 
A. 2.47. 1 Pet. 3. 20, 21. Matth, 16.18, 
Epheſ. gs. 25, 27, fob. los 16. 

8. THIS 15 true both poſitively and 


- Je. 


negatively of the Catholick Church invi- * 


fible of the Ele&t: All thac are cf jr 
ſhall be ſaved 3 and none ſhall be ſaved 
bur thoſe thar belong unro it, Fpheſ. 8. 
25, 26, 29. Of rhe Catholich t1/1ble pro- 
feſſing Church negatively; that no Adulr 

rſon can be faved, that doth nat bes» 
ong unto this Church, Rom, 10. 10, 
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9. THIS Poſition of Truth 1s abuſed by 
Intereſt and Pride ; an encloſure cf 1c 


| being made by chem, who of all Chriſti- 


ans in the World can lay the leaſt and 
weakeſt claim unto ic 3 nzmely, the 
Church of Rome. Fer they ate ſo far 
from being that Catholich Church, our of 


| which there 1s no Salvation, and wherein 
* none can periſh, like the Ark of Noah, thar 


it requires the Þigheſt chariry to reckon 
them unto that vi/ible profeſſing Church, 


| whereof the greateſt part may periſh; and 


do ſo undoubtedly. 
10. Our enquiry is, what truth there 


' is in this Aſſrtion, with reſpe&t unto 


” "WO 


_ vt. a+ 


= _ 


VA=2.5 


theſe particular Churches or Societies, for 
re celebration of Goſpel-worſhip and 
Liſcipline, whereof we creat, And [ ſay, 

1. No Church, of what den»mmination 
ſcever, can lay a claim unto this Privi- 
[:dge. as belonging unto ir ſelf alone, 
This was rhe antient Donatzſm 3 They 
confined Salvation unto the Churc':es of 
their way alone. And afrer many falſe 
charges of it on others, it begins really 


| to be renewed in our d:iys. For ſome 
| diſpute, rhat Salvacion 15 connned nnro 


that Church aione, wherein there is a 
Succeſſim of Dioceſan Biſhips ; which is the 
height of Donatiſm. The Judgments aud 
Determinations made concerning rhe 
> Ererna! 
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(Ercernal Salvation-or Damnation of Men, '_ 
by the meaſures of tome differences as | 
mong Chriſtians about Churches, rheir* 
State and Order, are atſurd, fooliſh, ard! 
zmpiius, and for the moſt parc uſed by 
them, who ſufficiently preclaim, rhat 
they know neither what it is co be ared 
nor do uſc any diligerce about the neceſ-? 
'fary means of ir. Salvation depends ab, 
ſolutely -on no particular Churcheſtate in? 
the world; he knows not the Goſpel,” 
:who can really think ir doth. Perſons off 
Beljevers are not for the Church, bur the® 
Church is for them : if the Miniſtry of?! 
Angels be for them who are Heirs of Salk: 
vation, much more is the Miniſtry of the? 
Church ſo. It a man be an Adulterer,” 
an Idolater, a Rayler, a hater and ſcoffer? 
of Godlineſs ; if he cheoſe wo live in any" 
known fin, withour Repentance, or in the 
negle& of any known duty 3 if he be 18h 
norant and prophane; in a word, if he! 
be not bn again from above, be he of what? 
Church he will, and whatſoever place he; 
poſſeſs therein, he cannot be ſaved. And! 
on the other ſide, if a man believe in! 
Chriſt Feſus, that is, know him in kis} 
Perſon, Offices, Doarine and Grace, truſt? 
unto him for all the ends of the wiſdom 
and love of God towards Mankind in 
kim; if he endeayour to yield —_— 
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! and univerſal obedience unto all his Co" * 
} mands, and to be conf,rmed unto him, 
* jn a'l chings fo!l wing his exampte, having 
| for rheſe cn:is received of his Spirit , 


though all rhe Churches in tae world 
ſhould reject him, yer he {hall andubted- 
ly be ſaved. It any ſhall hence infer, cliac 
then it 15 all one of what Church any one 
is : I anſwer, (1-) That although the be- 
ing of rhis or thar, or any particular 
Church in the world, will not ſecure the 
S«luation of any men ; yer the adherence 
unto ſome Churcher, or ſuch as are (0 
called, in their conftiturion and worſhip, 
may prejudice, yea, ruine the Salvation 
ef any rhar ſhall ſo do. (2.) The choice 
of what Church we will joyn unto, be- 
longs unto the choice and uſe of the 
me2ans for our Edificaiton, And he that 
makes no conſcience hereof, bur mercly 
wich r ſoe& unts the event of being ſaved 
ac liſt, will probably come ſhort theres”, 
2. ON this Suppofition, that there bu 
no inſuperable difficulties lying 14 the 
way > the diſcharge of this duty, as 
that a perſ(2n be caſt by the providence 
ot God into ſuch a place or ſfeafon, as 
wierein there #s no Churc? that he can 
poſit !y joyn himſelf unto, or that he be 
unjuſtly refuſed Communion, by u1ware 
ranta5tz conditins of it, as it was with 
B 2 many 
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many during tte preval: ncy of the Papa- | 
cy in a'l the Weſtern Empire; it is the | 
indiſp:nfible duty of every Diſcip'e of? 
Ciniſt, in order unto his Edification and 
Salvati2n, voluntarily, and of his own 
choice, to joyn himſelf in and unto ſome 
particular Congregation, for the Cclebrati-F| 
on of divine Werſhip, and the due ob- 
ſervation of all rhe I: ſtjrutions and com- 
mands of Chriſt ; which we ſhall now 
farther cor:firm. : 
1, THE foundation of this dury, as was © 
before declared, doch lye in the law and \ 
light of Natuwwe. Man cannot exercie the | 
principal powers and faculties of his Soul, 
with which he was created, and whereby 
he is enabled to glorifie God, which is 
the end of him and them, wichout a 
conſent and conjun&ion in the Worſhip % 
of God in Communion and Sociery, as ! 
hath been proved before. : 
2. The way whereby this is to be done, * 
God hath declared and revealed from © 
the beginning, by the Conſtitution of a þ 
Church-ſtate, thiough the addicr1on of Ar- | 
bitrary Indſtiturions of worſhip, unto | 
what was r< quired by the Law of Narure, 
For this gives the true ſtate, and is the | 
formal reaſon of a Church, namely, a di- 
vine Addition of Arbitrary Inſtitutions of 
worſhip, unto the neceflary Dictates of 
the 
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the Law of Nature, unto that end. And 


| the þ ms nature of any Church-ſtate, 


doth depend on the eſpecial nature of 
thoſe Inflirutions, which is conſticutive 
of the difference between the Church- 


| ſtate of the Old Teſtament and that of 


the, New. 
+,..3, SUCH a Church-ſtate was conſticuted 
and appointed under the Old Teſtament, 
faunded in and on an eſpecial Covenant 
berween God and the People, Exod. 24. 
Unto this Church every one that would. 
picaſe God, and walk before him, vas 
I to joyn himſelf, by the ways and 
means that he had appointed for that end , 
namely, by Circumciſion, and their laying 
hold on the Covenant of God, Exod. 12. 48. 
Tſa. $5. 4. And this joyning unto the 
Church, is called joyning unto the Lord, 
Iſa. $5. 6. Ferem. 50. 5+ as being the 
means thereof; without which it could 
not be done. Herein was the Taberna- 
cle of God with men, and he dwelt a- 
mong them. 

4+ AS a new Church-ſtate is prophefied 
of under the New Teſtament. Exzek. 24- 
28, 26, 27. Iſa. 66. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22«- 
and other places innumerable ; to it was 
actually ereted by Jeſus Chriſt, as we 
have declared. And whereas it 1s intro- 
duced and eſtabliſhed in the place and 
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room of the Church-ftate under the Old 


Teſtament, which was to be removed ar * 
the time of Reformatian, as the Apoſile de- | 


monſtrates at large in his Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews ; all the commands, promiles, 
and threatnings given or annexed unto 
that Church-ftate, concerning the conjun- 
&ion of men unto it, and walking in 
It, are transferred unto this of the new 
ereion of Chriſt, Wherefore alchough 
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the State of the Church ir ſelf, be redu- *® 


ced from that which was Nationally Con- 
grezational, unto that which 1s ſimply and 
abſolutely Co ; and all Ordinances of its 
inſticured worſhip are changed, with new 
rules for the obſervation of what we are 
direted unto by the hghr of Nature: 
yet the commands, promiſes, and threat- 
nings, made and given unto It ar a 
Church, are all in full force with reſpe& 
unto this new Church-ſfate ; and we need 
no new commands to render 1t our dury 
to joyn in Evengelical Churches, for the 
ends of a Church in general. 

s. THE Lord Chriſt hath diſpoſed” al 
the ways and means of edification, unto theſe 
Churches ; ſo that ordinarily, and under 
an expeRation of his preſence in them, 
2nd concurrence unto their efficacy, rhe 
4re not otherwiſe to be enjoyed. Suc 
are the ordinary diſpenſation of the wo 

an 
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MIId | and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, For 


at | 


+ 
dee 8 


; 


—————+ 


any Diſciple of Chriſt to live in a neg/e& 
of theſe things, and the enjoyment of 


| them according to his mind, 15 ro deſpiſe 
# His care and wiſdem, in providing for his 


eternal welfare. 
6. HE hath preſcribed ſundry duties unto 


* ws, both as neceſſary, and as evidences 


of our being his Diſciples, ſuch as cannot 


* be orderly performed, bur as we are mem» 


bers of ſome particular Congregation : 
this alſo hath been before declared 

7. THE Inſtitution of theſe Churches, is 
the way which Chriſt hath ordained to 
render his Kingdom viſible or conſpicu» 
ous, in diſtin&ion from, and oppotition 
unto, the Kingdom of Saran and the 
world. And he doth nor in a due man- 
ner, declare himſelf « ſubjeF in or unto 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, who doth not 
ſolemnly ingage in this way. Ir 1s not 
enough to couſtitute a legal ſubje# of the 
Kingdom of Ergland, that he 1s born in 
the Nation, and lives in ſome outward 
obſervance of the Laws of ir, if he refuſe 
ſolemnly ro expreſs his Allegiance in the 
way appoirited by the Law for that end. 
Nor will it conſtirute a regular ſubje& of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, that he 1s born 
in a place where the Goſpel is profefled, 


and ſo profeſſerh a genera) complyanee 
there. 
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therewith 3 if he refuſe to reſtifie his ſub 
jefian, by the way that Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed for that end. Ir 1s true, the 
whole Nation in their c1vil relation and 
ſubordination according to Law, 1s the 
Kingdom of England, But the repreſenta- 


tion of the Kingly power and rule in it, 


is in the Courts of all ſorts, wherein the 
Kingly power is aRed, "my and vifi- 
bly. And he that lives in the Nation, 
yec denies his h:mage unto rheſe Courts, 


— Wo 


15 not to be eſteemed a Subjet., $o doth 
the whole viſible profefiing Church, in 
one or more Nations, or leſſer precinQy 
of people and places conſticute the wiſi- 
"ble Kipgdom of Chriſt ; yer is no parti- 
cular perſon to be cſlcemed a legal truc 
Subjed of Chrift, that doth not appear in 
theſe his Courts wit Solemn expreſſion 
of his Homage unto him. 

8. THE whole Adminiſtration sf the 
Rule and Diſcipline appointed by Chriſt, is 
confined unto theſe Churches ; nor can 
they be approved by whom that rule is 
deſpiſed, I ſhall not argue farther, in a 
caſe whoſe trurh 1s of ſo uncontroulable 
evidence, In all the writings of the 
New Teſtament, recording things after 
the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, there is no men- 
tion of any of his Diſciples with —_— 
bation, unleſs they were extraordinary 

| | Officers, 


LIN 


Toe Subject Matter, orc. 


Officers, but ſuch as were entire Mem» 
bers of theſe Aſſemblies. 


CHAP. IL 


The Subjet Matter of the Church. 


HE Church may be conſidered eithcr 

as uuto his Eſſence, Conſtitution and 

Being 3 or as unto its Pewer and Order, 

when it is Organized. As unto its Eſſence 

and Being, its conſtitgent parrs are 1ts 

Mat;er and Form. Theſe we muſt enquire 
mnto, 

By the Matter of the Church, we un- 
derſtand the perſons whereof the Church 
doth conſiſt, with their Qualifications ; 
And by 1ts Form, the reaſon, cau and 
way of that kind of Relation among them, 
which gives them the Being of a Church, 
and the1ewithal an Intereſt in a'l thar be- 
longs unto a Church, either privilege, or 
powcr, as fuch. 

Our firſt Enquiry being concerning 
what ſort of Perſons our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
requireth and admicteth ro be the viſible 
SubjzFs of his Kingdom, we are to be re- 
gulated in our Dererinination by reſpeR 
unto h1s Honour, Glory, aid the Holinefs 

of 
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of his Rule. To reckon ſuch perſons to 


be Subjet; of Chriſt, Me:nbers of his | 


Body, ſuch as he requires ard owns, 


- o_— » 


( for others are nar ſo ) who would nor | 


be tolerated, at leaſt nor approved, in a 
: well governed Kingdom 
Pjal. 18.1, 2, or Commnwealth of the 


3» 4, 5. Pſal. 24. World, is highly di- } 


3, 4- Pſal. 93. 5. ſhonourable unto him. 
2 Cor. 8. 23, Bur it is {o come to 
Epheſ. 5. 27. paſs, that let Men be 

never ſo notoriouſly 
and i] rgitioufly wicked, until they become 
pcſts of the earth, yer are they eſteemed 
to belong ro rhe Church of Chriſt. And 
not only {>, but 1t 15 ron, lircle leſs 
than Schiſm to forbid them the Communi- 
on of th2 Church ia all irs ſacred Privt- 
Izges, Howbeir, the Scripture doth in 
general repreſent the Kingdom or Church 
of Chriſt, to confiſt of perſ>ns called 
Saints, ſepa-ared from the World, wich 
many cther things of alike nature, as 
we ſha'l ſce immediately. ' Ard it the 
Hur of Chrift were of ſuch weight wit 
us as it ought ro he, if we underſtood 
aright che narure and czds of his King- 
dom, and that rhe peculiar Giory cf 1t, 
above all the Kingdoms in the World, 
conſiſts in the Hilineſs of its Subjzd;, ſuch 
an Holineſs as the world in 1s wiſdom 
woweth 


- 


_— 
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knoweth not, we would duty cenf:der 


* whom we avow to belcrg thercurto. 


Thoſe who know ought of theſe things, 
will not profeſs that perſons openly pro- 
phane, vicious, ſenſual, wicked and ig- 
norant, are approved and 

owned of Chriſt as the 2 Tim, 3. 1, 
SubjeRs of his Kingdom, 2, 2, 4, 5. 

or that it 15 his will that 

we ſhould receive them into the Com- 
munijon of rhe Church Bur an old op7« 
nion of the unlawfulneſs of ſeparation 
from a Church, on the account of the 
mixture of wicked men ia it, 1s made a 
{care-crow to frighten men from attempr- 
ing the Reformation of the greateſt Evils, 
and a covert for the compoting Churches 
of ſuch members only. 

Some things therefore are to be premi- 
ſed unto what ſtall be offered unto the 
right ſtating of this Enquiry: As, 

1, THAT if there be no more requi- 
red cf any as unto Perſonal Qualifications 
in a viſible uncontrou'able profeſtion, to 
conſtitute them Subjeds of 
Chriſts Kingdom, and Exeh, 22. 26, 
Members of his Church, 
but what is required by the moſt righte- 
cus and ſevere Laws of men to conſtitute 
a good Subje# or Citizen, the diſtin&tion 
betiyeen his viſible Kingdom and the 
Kinge 
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Kingdoms of the World, as unto the| 


principal cauſes of ir, is utrerly loſt, 
Now all nega.1ive Qualifications, as that 
Men are not Oppreliors, Drunkards, Re. 
vilers, Swearers, Adulterers, gc. are re- 
quired hereunto. Bur vet ir is ſo fallen 
our, thar generaliy more is required to 
conſti:ure ſuch a Citizen ay {pal repreſent 
the righteous Laws he liy&th under, that 
to conftirure a Membcr of tne Church of 
Chriſt, 
2, THAT whereas Re- 
Toh. 3. 3+ generatimn 1s expreſfly re- 
Tit. 3. 34 5+ quired in the Goſpel, to 
give a Right and Privilege 


unto an entrance into che Church orfF 


Kingdom of Chriſt, wh:reby that King- 
dom of his is diſtinguiſhed from all ocher 


Kingdoms in and of che World, unto an | 
Inreceſt wherein never any ſuch thing | 


was required ; it muſt of neceffiry be 
{omething better, more excellent and ſub» 
lime than any thing the Laws aad Polities 
of men pretend unco or preſcrite, 
Wherefore it cannot confift in any,,Gur+ 
ward Rites, cafie to be obſcrvel by rhe 
worſt and vileſt of men , beſides the Scrip- 
rure gives usa deſcription of ir,in oppoſiri- 
on unto 1cs conſiſting in any ſuch Rite, 
1 Pet. 3- 21. And many things re- 
quired unto gocd Cuizens, arc far ber- 


+ 


ter | 


4 
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; ter than the meer obſervation of ſuch a 


Rite 
Of this Regeneration bap- Foh. 3. 5. 


*| tiſm is the Symbol, the Sign, A. 2.38. 


Expreſſion and Repreſenta- 1Pet.3.21. 
tion, Wherefore unto thoſe 
| who are in a due manner parrakers of 


'F ir, it giveth all the external Righrs and 


Privileges which belong unto them that 
are Regenerate, until chey come unto ſuch 
Seaſons, wherein the perſonal performance 


of rhoſe Duties whereon the continuation 
of the eſtate of viſible Regeneration doth 
depend, is required of them. Herein it 


| they fail, they loſe all privilege and be- 


nefit by their Baptiſm. 
So ſpeaks the Apoſtle in the caſe of 


| Circumciſion under che Law, Rom. 2. 25» 
| For Circumciſion verily profiteth, if thox 
| keep the Law; but if thon be a breaker of 


the Law, thy Circumciſion is made uncir« 
cumciſion, Ir is ſo in the caſe of baptifm. 
Verily ir profiteth, if a man ſtand unto 
the Terms of the Covenant which 1s 
rendered therein berween God and his 
Soul; for it will give him Righc unto all 
the outward Privileges of a Regenerate 
State 3 but 1f he do nor, as in the fight 
of God his baptiſm is no | 
baptiſm, as unto the real Phil, 2, 18, 19% 
Communication of Grace 

"i C and 
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and acceptance with him thc 
Tit. 1,15,15, fo in rhe fight of thef1N* 
Church, ic is no baptiſm, pM 


as unto a participation of the exrernal 
Rights and Privileges of a Regenerate ſtate, 

| 4. GOD alone is judge 
AF. 15:8, concerning thisRegeneration,} 


Rev. 2. 23. as unto its internal, real pring ! 


ciple and flate in the Souls of men 

whereon the participation of all the ſpi- 
ritual advantages of the Covenant © 
Grace doth depend : The Church 1s judge 
of its evidences and fruits in their exter- 
| nal Demonſtration, as unto a 
AZ, 8. 13. participation of the outward 
Prevleges cf a Regenerate 

Nate, and no farther, And we ſhall here- 
on briefly declare what belongs unto the 
forming of a right judgment herein, and 


who are to be eſtcemed fir Members of 
any Goſpel Church State, or have a right 


ſo to be. 


1. SUCH as from | 


1 Cor. 6, 9, whom we are obliged to 


IO, 11. Phil.3. with-draw or with-hold | | 


18, 19. 2 Theſ. Communion , can be no 
3, 6. 2 Tim.z, part of the matter con- 
gs. Rom. 9, 6, ſlituent of a Church, or 
7. Tit. 1-16, are not meet Members 
for the firſt conſtitution 
of it. Bnt ſuch are all Habitusl Sinners ; 
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thoſe who having prevalent habits and 
Inclinations unto Sins of any kind un- 
mortified, do walk according unto chem, 
Such are prophane Swearers, Drunkards, 
Fornicators, Covetous , Oppreſlors, and 
the like, who ſhall not inherit the Kingdum 
of God. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. 11. Phil. 3. 18 


119. 2 Theſ]. 3. 6, 2 Tim, 3. 5. as a man- 


living and dying in any known Sin, that? 
15 habitually, withour Repentance cannor 
be favedz fo a man known to Jive in 
Sin, c2nnot regularly be received into 
any Church. To compoſe Churches of 
Habit ual Sinners, and thac either as unto 
Sins of Commiſhon, or Sins of Cmiſſion, 
is not to ere& Temples to Chriſt, bur 
Chapels unto the Devil. 

2+ SUCH as being in the fellowſhip 
of the Church, are ro be aimmnſhed of 


any ſcandalous Sin, which if 
| they repent nor of, they are Mat, 18, 


F to be caſt out of the Church, 16,17,18. 


are not meer Members for 


the Original Conſtitution of a Church, 
This is the ſtate of them who 

abide Odſtinate in any knomn 1 Cor. g. 
Sin, whereby they have given 11. 
Offence unto others, without a 

profeſſed Repentance thereof, alchough 
they haye not lived 1n it habitually. 


C 2 3- THEY 
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3. THEY are to be ſuch as w/ibly an- | 
fwer the Deſcription given of Goſpel | 


Churches in the Scripture, ſo as the T7-} 


Hes afligned rherein unto the Members | 


of ſuch Churches, may on good grounds | 
be appropriaced unto them. To coms« | 


pci: Churches of ſuch Perſons as do nor 
viſibly anſwer the character given of] 


what they were of old, and whar they} 


were always to be by virtue of the Law 


of Chrift o: Goſpel-contirurion, 1s not } 
Church Edification, but Deſtrufim. And | 


tnoſe who look on the things ſpoken of 
all Church Members of old, as that they 
were Satits by calling, lively flones in the 
houſe of God, jnſtified and ſanfified, ſe- 
>7rate from the World, &c. as thoſe which 
were in them, and did indeed belong 
unto them, bur even deride the neceſit- 


ty of the ſame things in preſent Church | 


bs MS... oe —_ 


han ans: 


Members, or the Application of chem | 
unto thoſe who are {o, are themſelves no ' 


ſmall part of that woful Degeneracy which 


_— 


Chriſtian Religion is fallen under, Ler i: | 
then be conſidered what is ſpoken of rhe | 


Church of the Fews in their Dedication 
nato God, as unto their Typical Halineſr, 
with the Application of it unto Chriſti- 
an Churches in real Holineſs, 1 Pet. 2. 
5.9. With the Deſcription given of them 
conſtantly in the Scripture, as Faithfu!, 


Holy, * 
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Hhly, Belizving, as the Houſe of God, as 
his Temple whereia he dwells by his 
Spirir, as the Body of Chriſt united and 
compicted by the communication of rhe 
Spiric unto chem 3 as alſo what 1s ſaid 
concerning their-ways, walkings and du- 
ties 3 and 1c will be uncontrolably evidenc 
of what ſort our Church Members ought 
to be 3 nor- are thoſe of any other forc 
able to diſcharge the Duties which are 
incumbent on all Church-memHers, nor 
to uſe. che Privileges they are intruſted 
withal, Wherefore, 1 lay, ro ſuppoſe 
Churches regularly ro conſiſt of ſuch per- 
{ans for che greater parc of them, as no 
way anſwer the Deſcription gaven of Church= 
mem5-1s 1n cheir Original Laſticution, nor 
capibic co diſcharge the Duries preſcri- 
bed unto chem, bur giving evidence of 
Habits and Actions inconfiſtent there- 
wichal, is not only to diſtatb all Church 
Order, bur utterly to overthrow the Euds 
and Being of Churches, Nor 1s there any 
thing 110re ſcandalous unto Chriſtian Re- 
ligto::, than what Bellarmme afficms to 
be the judgment of the Papiſts in oppoſi- 
tion unto all others; namely, that no zn= 
ternal Vertue or Grace is required unto the 
Conſlitution of a Church in its Members, 
Lib, 3. d; Eccleſ. cap 2. 
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4 THEY muſt he 
Rom. 10.10, ſuch as do make an open 
2 Cor. 8. 5- Profeſſi of the ſuhjetian of 
Chap. 9. I3- their Sls and Conſctenees 
Matth, 10.32, unto the Authority of Chriſt} 


33+ Luke 9, inthe Goſpel, and their rea-" 


15. 2 Tim. 2. dineſs to yield Obedience tn- | 
12. Rom. 1s, to all his Commands. This 
9. 70h.12.42, TI ſuppoſe will not be de- 


1 oh. 4. 2, nied; for nor only doth | 


3, I5. the Scripture make this 
Profeſſimm neceflary unto 
the participation of any benefit or privi- 


lege of the Goſpel ; bur che nature of rhe 
things themſelves requires indiſpenfably 
that ſo it ſhould be. For riothtng can be 
more unreaſonable than, that men ſhould 
be taken into the privileges attending 
Obedience unto the Laws and Commands 
of Chriſt, wichout avowing or profeſling 
that Obedience. Wherefore, our Enquiry 
1s only what is required unto ſuch a Pro- 


feſſion, as may render men meet to be | 


Members of a Church, and give them a 
Right thereunte. For to ſuppoſe ſuch a 
confeſlion of Chriſtian Religion td be 
compliant with the Goſpel, which is 


Ce and. i te 


mb en added ade 


made by many who openly live in Sig 
being diſobedient, and unto every g10d mori 
reprobate, 1s to renounce the GoſpeF4c, 
felf, Chriſt is got the High- Prieſt Lu 


. 
o 
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ſuch a Profeſſe"m. IT ſhall therefore de. 
clare briefly what 1s neceſſary unto this 


| 


f Prof:ſſion, that all may know what ir js 


which is required unto the entrance of 
any. inro our Churches, wherein our 


* Prafice hath been tufficiently craduced. 


1. THERE 1s required unto It a compes 


| tentknowledge of Doftrines and Myſtery 


of the Goſpel, eſpecially concerning the 


| Perſon and Offices of Chriſt, The Confeſlt- 
| on hereof, was the ground. whereon he 
| granted the Keys of the Kingd»m of Heaven, 


or all Church Power unro Believers, 


Matth, 16, 17, 18, 19» Ti firſt Inſtry- 
Rion which he gave-*ufto his Apoſtles, 


- was, Thar they ſhould teach men by the 


preaching of the Goſpel, in the know- 
ledge of the Truth revealed'by him. The 
knowledge required in the- Members of 
the 7udaical Church, that they might be 
tranſlated into the Chriſtian, was princi- 
pally, if not ſolely, that of his Perſ9n, 
and the acknowledgment of him to be 
the true Meth, the Son of God. For 
as on their unbelicf chereof their Erernal 
ruine did depend, as he told them, 7 
you bzlieve not that I am he, you ſhall die 


| #u your ſins ; ſo the confellion of him was 


ſufficient on their part unto their Ad- 


miſſion into the Gofpel Church Stare, 
Aud. the Reaſons of 1t are m"—— 
--þe - = — # With 
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With others, an Inſtruction in all the 
Myſterics of Religion, eſpecially 1n thoſe 
that are fundamental, is nece{lary - untg 
the Profeſiton we enquire after. $0 7 
ftin Mariyr cells us what pains they took 
in thoſe Primitive Times, to inſtrug 
thoſe in the Myſteries of Religion, wio 
upon a general Convition of its Truth; 
were willing to adhere unto che Protetl- 
on of it. And what was their Judgment 
herein, 1s ſufficiently known, from rhe 
keeping a multicude in the flate of Ca- 
tecum?ns, beſore they would adm:t them 
into the Fellowſhip of che Church. They 
are nor-therefore to be blamed, they do 
bur diſcharge cheir Duty, who refuſe ro 
receive into Church Communton ſuch as 
are zznorant of the fundamental DoRtrines 
and Myſteries of che Goſpel ; or if they 
have learned any thing of them from a 
form of words, yet really underſtand n1 
thing of chem. The promiſcuous driving 
of all ſorts of perſons who have cen 
baptized in rheir Infancy, unto a parti- 
cipation of all Church privileges, 1s a 
profanation of the holy Inſticutions of 
Chriſt. This knowledge: chercfore be- 
longing unto profeffion is- it ſelf co be 
profelied. 

2, THERE is required nnto it 4 pro- 


feſſed ſubjeFian of Soul and Conſcience ance 
the 
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they the Aathority of Chriſt in the Church, Matth. 
Ole 28. 18, 19, 20. 2 Cor. 8. s. This in 


aneg 
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general 1s performed by all that are 
Baptized when they are Adult, as being 
by 'their own aQual conſent baptized in 
the Name of Chriſt, And it is required 
of all them who are baprized im cheir 
Infancy, when they are able with Faith 
and Underſtanding to profeſs their con- 
ſent un'o, and abiding in that Covenant 
whereinro they were 1niriated, 

3. An Inſtruction in, * 
and conſent unto the Matth, 10. 37, 
Doftrine of Self - denial 38, 39. Mar.s, 
and bearing of the Croſs, 234. 38. Luk. 9. 
in a particular manner : 23. Ph1l. 3.18. 
For this 1s made indi- AZ. 4. 10,11, 
ſpenſably neceflary byour 20. Aﬀ. 24- 
Saviour himſelf, unto all 14. 
that will be his Diſci- 
ples. And ir hath been a preat difad- 
vantage unto the Glory of Chriſtian Rel!:- 
gion, that men have not been more and 
berter inſtructed therein. Ir 1s common- 
ly thoughr, that who ever will, may be 
a Chriſtian at an eafie rate, ir will coft 
him nothing: But the Goſpel gives us 
another account of theſe things. For ic 
not only warns us, that Reproachee, 
Hatred, Sufferings cf all ſorts, oft-rimes 
to Death ir ſelf, are the common lor of 
at: 
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all irs Profcſiors, who will live godly it 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 but alſo requires, that ar 
our initiation inro the Profeſſion of It, 
we confider arighr the dread of them 
all, and engage cheerfully ro undergo 
them. Hence, in the Primitrue Times, 
whillt all forts of miferies were continu» 
ally preſented unto rem who embraced 
the Chriſtian Religion, their willing en- 
gagement to undergo them, who were 
converted, was a firm evidence of the 
fincericy of ther Faith, as it ought to be 
unto us alſo in times of Difficulty and 
Perſecution. Some may ſuppoſe that the 
Faith and Confeſſion of this Do&rine of 
Self-denial and readineſs for the Croſs, is of 
uſe only in time of Perſecution, and ſo 
doth not belong unto them who have 
continually the countenance and fayour 
of publick Authoriry. T fay, It 1s, at. 
leaſt as they judge, well for them; with 
others it 15 not (o, whoſe outward ſtate 
makes the publick avowing of this Duty 
indiſpenſably necefſary unto them : And 
I may add it as my o:vn rhoughts,(though 
they are not my own alone ) That not- 
withſtanding all che Countenance that is 
given unto any Church by the publick 
Matxiſiracy, yer whilſt we are in this 
World, thoſe who will faithfully dif- 
ciarge their Duty, as Miniſters of the 

Goſpel 


of the Church. '8 


Goſpel eſpecially, ſhall have need to be 
prepared for ſufferings, To eſcape ſuf- 
ferings, and enjoy worldly advantages by 
ſinful compliances, or bearing with men 
in their Sins, is no Goſpel Diretion. 

4, Convittion and Confeſſion of Sin, with 
the way of deliverance by Feſus Chriſt, is 
that anſwer of a good Conſctence, that 15 re- 
quired in the Baptiſm of them that are 
Adulc. 1 Pet. 3. 

5. Unto this Profeſſion is Matth. 28. 
required the conſtant perfor- 19, 20. 
enance of all known Duties of 
Religiou, both of Piety in the publick 
and private Worſhip of God, as alſo of 
Charity with reſpe& unto others. Shew 
me thy Faith by thy Works, 

6. A careful Abſtinence from all known 
Sins, giving ſcandal or offence, either 
unto the World, or unto the Church of 
God, Andthe Goſpeti re» 
quires, that this Confeſli- 1 Cor. 10. $2. 
on be made ( with the Phil. 1. 10, 
Mouth Confeſſion is made 
unto Salvation ) againſt ( r. ) Fear, (2. 
Shame, ( 3-) The Courſe of the Wor 
(4-) The Oppoſition of all Enemies whate 
Ever. 

Hence it appears, that there are none 
excluded from an Entrance into the 
Church State, but ſuch as are either, 


(1.) g'ofg 
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C1.) groſly Tgnorant, or, (2.) Perſecuter?, 
or reproachers of thoſe that are good, 
or of the Gb of God wherein the 


walk ; or, (3.) Idolaters; or, (4.):Men 
ſcandalous in their Lives in the Comiiſſ 
on of Sins, or Omiſſion of Duties, thro 
virious Habirs or Inclinations'; or, »($: 
ſuch as would partake of Goſpel Privi 
leges and Ordinances, yer openly avow 


that they will not ſubmit unto the Law] 


and Commands of Chriſt in the Goſpel, 
concerning whom, and the like , the 
Scripture Rule is peremptory 3 From ſach 
turn away. | 
And herein we are remote from ex 
ceeding the example and care of 'rhe 
Primirive Churches. Yea, there are bi 
few, if any, thar arrive. unto it. -Their 
endeavour was to Preach unto all they 
could, and rejoiced in the multitudes 
that came to hear the Word, Bur if any 
did eſflay ro join themſelyes unto rhe 
Church, their diligence in their Exami- 
nation and Inſtruction, their ſevere En- 
; —w— into their - Converſation, -rheir 
iſpofing of them for a long time intos 
ſtate of ExpeFation for their Trial, be« 
fore their Admittance, were remarkable, 
And ſome of the Ancients complain, 
that their promiſcuous Admittance of An 

forts of perſons that would profeſs t 
c Chriſtiav 
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Chriſtian Religion, into Church Member- 
ſhjp, which gogk place af.erwzrds, ruiaed 
all the Bcaury, Order and Diſcipline of the 

Ghurch, | 
The things aſcrib;zd unto choſe who are 
to be «ſtcemed the proper Subj? Matter 
of a Viſible Church, are ſuch as in the 
jadgment of Gharity garitles' chenty unto al 
the, Appellations of Taines , Called; $an8i- 
fed, ghar 1s Hiſtbly and by P. ofeſion, which 
are given unto the Memoers of all the 
Churches in the New Teftament, and which 
n.uſt be anſwered in choſe who are admit- 
tcd intro that Priledge,if we do nor wholly 
regle& our only Pajterns. By cheſe thirigs, 
although they thould any of rhem,nor'be 
real living Members of the Myſgeal Bedy 
of Chriit, uncp whom he is ap'Head of ſpi- 
ncual and vical influance # Ver are rhey 
meet Members ct that Body of Chrift an- 
to which ke is an Head »f Rule and Gove: ne 
ment z as alſo meet to be cltegn ed Su'jets 
of his Kingdom. And none are excluded 
but (ſuch, as concerning whom Rules are 
given, either ro withdraw from them, or 
to: calt chem cur of Church Socicry, or 
are exprefly excluded by God himſclf 
from any ſhare 1n che Priezledges of bis Co- 
venant, Pſal. $04.46, 17. But unta the Wilk;- 
ed God ſaith, What haſt thou to do to declare 
my Statutes, or thet than foa!deft rake my 
4 Conant 


of the Church. 


Eoverant in thy Mouth ? Seeing thou hateſt im- 
flrudtin, and caſteft my w as behind thee. 


— 
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Advertiſement. 


F the SubjeR Vatrer of the Church - 
You may be faisfed farcher in a 
Book Iiteiy Fublithed: Incituled, 7! efrue 
Natureof a Grſpel Church and its Govern- 
ment : Ly the ſane Aurt or, wherem rhoſe 
flowing particulars are diſtinaly hat» 
I. The Subje& Vatter of the Churth.” 
If. Formal Cauſe of a parcicular 
Cl.urch, : 
III. Of the Polity unto, or Diſciplice 
of ihe Church in General. | 
IV. The Officers cf the Church. 
. V. The Dvry ef Faſtors cf Churci es. 
VI. The Office of Teachers in tne 
Churcl:, 
VII. Of the Rule of the Church, or of 
Ruling E'ders. 
VLLI. The Nature of the Polity or Rule, 
wich the Duty cf Elders. 
IX. Ot Deacons. 
X. Excommunication. | 
XI. Of the Communion of Churches. 
_Scld at the Bible in Newgatesjtreer, by 
William Marſhal, CHAP, 


of 
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The Continuation of a Church-ftatcy 
and of the Adminiſtration of E- 
wangelical Ordinances of Worſhip, 
briefly Vindicated. 


HE Controverfie about the Continue. 
tion of a Church-tate, aad the Admi- 
niſtration of Goſp:1 Ordinatces of Wor- 
ſhip, is nor n2w, 1a this Age, though ſome 
pride che.nſe!ves, as rhough the Inven:i- 
on of the Error waereby tiey are denied, 


were cheir own : In farmer Ages, both 
in the Papacy, and among ſome of them 


thac forſook ir, there were divers who 
on . a pretence af a peculiar Spirirually, 
aad imaginary Attainment in Religion, 
waercta theſe thiags are unneceflary, re- 
zjeted their O'yerracion. I ſippoſe it 
neceJary briefly to. confirm the Truch, 
and Vinjicate ic ram this exceprion, be- 
cuuſe thoug\ ic be ſufficiencly w:ak init 
ſelf, yer wha: ic is, lies agniaſt che Fawa- 


-darioq of all that we are pleading about. 


Bur to reduce thing; 1nto the leſſer :com- 
paſs; I thall ficſt conform re Truth by 
choſe Arguments or Conſiderations, which 
wi.l defcar all tie Pleas and Prerences of 
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them, by whom it is,oppoſed.z and then 
confirm it by poſitive Teſtimonies and 

Arguments, with all Brevicy poſhble. 
. Firft, therefore” I ſhall argue from,uR 
removal of all cauſes, :whereon ſuch -a 
Cefſ»tion of Churches ar# Ordinances is Pre- 
terded, For it is granted on all hands, 
that they had a J)1vine Original and Inſti« 
rution, and were obſerved by all the Diſ> 
ciples of Chrift, as things by him comman- 
ded.” If now therefore they ceaſe as,un- 
to their force, efficacy and uſe, ir muſt be 
on ſome of theſe Reaſons, OTE 
i. Beeauſe a limited Time and Seaſm 
was fixed upin them, which is now tkpi- 
red, So vas it with the Chirch-f&e afd 
Ordinances 6f 61d 3 they were appointed 
alto the time of Reformation, Heb. g. 16 
They Had & certain time prefixed untb 
their duration, according to the Degrees 
of whoſe, approach they waxed dld, and ft 
length utterly diſappeared;chap.8 13.nil 
that time rhiey were all pundually ro Ve 
dbſcrved, Mal. 4. 4.. Burrhere were matly 
" afitecedent_ Indications of the W1ll of God 
concerningytheir Ceſſation aud Abolition, 
wheredf the Apoftle difpures ar large in 
his Epiſtle uht> rhe Hebrews.. And from 
2 pretended ſuppoſition, thar ſuch was the 
ſtare of Evangelical Ordinghces, namely, 
rhat they had a timeprefixed unto their 
Duration, 
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a Church-ſtate, 86. At 
Duration, did rhe brit oppoſicion againſt 
them ariſe. For Montanss, with his Fol- 
lowers, imagined chat the 2opmincments 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 1n che Scſpel, 
were to contifiue in force only ur.co the 
eoming Of the Parac/ete, or the Comfor- 
rer, promiſed by him. And adding anew 
Phrenſie hereunto, that that Paraclere was 
then firſt come in Mantanus, they rejeRted 
the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, and made 
riew Laws & Rules for themſelves. An! this 
c6nrinues to be che principal prertence of 
then by whome rhe uſe of Goſpel-Ordi- 
nances 15 ar preſent rejeed, as that which 
is of no force or efficacy.  Eicher they 
have received, cr do ſpecdily look for ſuch 
a Diſpenſation of che Spirit, or his Gifts, 
as wherein they are coceaſc and diſappear, 
Burt nothing can be more vn than chis 
pretence. 

Jj, Ft is ſo as unto the limitation of any 
Time, as unto theic Duration and Conti- 
nuance. For ('1.) There is no Tarimarti- 
01 givycn of any ſuch thing, either in the 
DivmEwWord, Promiſe, Declaration abour 
them, or che Nrrure of che Infticurions 
cthemſ Ives, Bur whereas chofe of rhe 
Old Teſtament were in Time to be remo- 
ved, chat che Church mi2hr nor be oftend- 
ed rhereby, (ceing Originilly chey were 
all of intnediare Divine Laftirution, God 
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did by all manner of ways, as by Promi- 
ſes, expreſs Veclarations, and by the Nz. 
rure cf the Inſticutio!'s themſelves, forpe 
fignife their removal, as the Apoſtle proves 
at farge in his Epiflle to the Hb/ews. Bur 
nothing of this Nature can, be pretended 
concerning theGoſpel Church'ftate or Wor. 
ſhip. (2.). There is no Prediion or The 
rimation of any other way of VVaorthip, 
or ſerving God in this VVorld, that ſhoiuſd 
be introduced in the room of thar'eſtz. 
bliſhed ar firſt; ſo rhar upon a Ceffaiian 
"thereof, the Church muſt be. Tefr unit, all 
nncercainries and \rter ruin. (z.) The 
principal Rez'on 'why a Church-ſtate "was 
eretted of old, and Ordinances of VVor. 
ſhip appointed therein, that were al to 
'be removed and taken aivay, was, that 
The Son, the Lord over his own Fuſe, might 
have the Preheminence in ail things. Fra 
' Glory ir was to pur an end untothe Law, 
as given by the Diſpoſition, of | Angels, 'and 
the Miniſtry of Moſes, by the Taſtitntion of 
a Church-ſtate and Ordinances of his own 
appointment. And 1f his Revelatton 'of 
the Will of God therein he not complear, 
perfeR, ulrimare, unalterable, if it be fo 
Expire, it mnſt he, char Honour may be 
given above him, unto one greater than he, 
2, It 15 fo, as unth their Decay, 'or the | 
Iſs of their primitive Force did Efficacy. For 
| their 


; py. | "1% 
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their Efficacy unto tlieir proper Ends, de- 
etds Gn, (1. JThe I1Pi-ntfin of Chriſt « 
"is is the Folindation of all Spiritual 

Efficacy itito Edificarion in the Church, 

'6r whatever belviigs there.:thto. And 

"therefore whatever Clurch-ſtate may be 


Tramed, or Duties, ways or means of Wor- 


. x 


ſhip appointed by Men, thir have hoc his 


Tiſtirution, how ſpEcious ſoever chey may 


appear co be, haye no Spiritual Force or 
Efficacy, as wnto the Edification of the 


"Church, Bur Whilſt this Ihſfifation'of Chriſt 
; coftinues irrevocable, and 15 nor Abraga- 
'ted by a greater Power than what it was 


'enaRted by, whatever defeQ there'may be 
'4s unto Faith and Obedience in Men, ren. 
'drivg them uſeleſs and incffefAual unto 


.. themſelves; however tiey may be cor» 


rupted by additions unto then, or derra- 
*&ions from rhem, 'changing-their-Nature - 
Und Uſe; in'themſelve they continue ro 
Be of the ſame UV/e aid Efficacyas they were 

At the beginning. '(2..) On the Promzſe s 
Cbrift, 'that he will be preſent with his 
'Dilcip!es in the Obſervarion'of his Com- 
'mands unto the Conſurtiation of all things, 
Matt. 28. 20. To deny the continued ac- 

 compliſhment of this Promiſe, and thar 
on any ; pretence whatever, 1s the Venom 

"of Infidelity. If cherefore they havear jr. 
"revocable Divinc Inſtitution; if Ch15} be 
D 4 preſent 
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preſent in their Adminiſtrations, as he 
was of old, Revel. 2. 1- there Can: be'no 
abatement of their Efficacy unco their pro» 
per ends, jn che Nature of Inftrumental 
Cauſes. (3.) On the Covenant of.iGod 
which gives an iafal'iole juſeperable Gonis 
janRtion berween the Word, or the 
Church and ics Inſticutiou vy the Words 
and che Spirit, IJa. 59. 21. God's Covenart 
with lis People is the Foundatioa of eyes 
ry Church-ſtate, of all Offices, Powers, Pris 
viiedges, and Daticsthere unto belpnging., 
They have no other end, they are of no 
orher uſe, bur ro Communicate, expreſsy 
declare, and exemplifie on the one hand, 
the Grace of God in bis Covenant unto his 
People; and on the other, the Duties of his 
People -accqgding.unco the Tenor of the 
ſame Covenant uno hia. They are the; 
Way, means, and [nftruments appointed 
of God for this end, aad other end they 
have none, And hereoa ir follows, that 
if it be not in the power of Men, to ap- 
point any thing that ſhall bz a mean; of 
Communicatimm herween God and his Peg- 
ple, as uaro the Grace of the Covenang,.. 
on the one Hand, or the Dutizs of Oe 
dience which ic requires, 01 the other. 44 
they have no power to ere& any neiv 
Church-ſtate, or ena& any tiring jn Divine 
Worſhip, nor of his Inſtirurion. This be 


I 


*-- , "Sg yy oo RO a TE - 3 > 


SY x» ww 3 ©} © 


vegli 


a Charch-flate, &c. 45 


ing the ſtate of Churches and cheir Ordi” 
nances, rhey cannot be altered, they can” 


Hot be liable unto any decay; unlets che 
Coven.int whereunto rhey are annexed, be 


altered or decayed., And therefore the 
Apoſtle to put finally and abſolutely his 
Argument unto an Iſſue, to prove thar the 


Moſaical Church-Scare . and Ordinances 
'were changed, beciuſe uſeleſs and irefte- 


val, doth it on this ground, rhat the Eo- 


aZnant whereunto they were annesed, was 
. chatiged and become ulſclef. This 1 ſap- 


ole at preſent will not be faid concer- 
ing the N:w Covenant, whereunto. a 


Ordinances of Divine Workkip are inſepa- 


ph 0 TEONETRr 
n might at acheaper Rate, as unto 


the Eternal intereſt of their ou Souls, 
t 


provide atiother Covering for their ſloth, 
pence, unbelief, and indulgence unto 
fooliſh imaginirions, whereby they 
render the Churches and Ordinances of 
the Goſpel uſcleſs and incfteQual unco 
themſelves; thereby charging them with 


. a decay and uſcleſneſs, and (© ref). 1 


on the honour atd faithfulneſs of Chr 
himſelf. 4 
2. THEY do nor c-afe, becauſe there 
is at preſent, or at lealt there js ſhorrl 
ro be expeded, ſich an effuſion Firde Gi ts 
and Graces of the Spirit, as torender all theſe 
ex» 
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extrnal Inf itutians needleſs, and conſequznt- 
ly uſelets. This alfo is falicly pcetended, 
For (1.) The greareft and moſt plentify] 
effuſion of che Holy Spirit in his Iilt 
and Graces, was 1n the days of the Apg; 
ſtles, and of the ficſt Churches planre.l by 
them; nor is any thing beyond it, Or 1th 
deed equal unto it, any more to be & 
peed in this World, But yer then wg 
rhe G'{pel Church-ſftate ereted, and rhe 
vſe of all irs Ordinances of Worſhip ex: 
joynezd, (2.) The Mzniſtry of th: Gujpel 
which comprizeth ali rhe Ordinances of 
Church worſhip, as irs obje& and end, 5 
the Miniſtrati of the Spirit, and there; 
fore no ſuppites or Communication E 
him can render ic uſeleleſs. (3-) One 0 
the principal ends for which the Commup 
nicarion of the Spiric is promiſed unto the 
Church, 1s to make and render all the In- 
ſtirurions of Chriſt effeRual unto its edify 
cacion, (4.) 1 fob. 2. 20, 27. 1s uſually 
pleaded as giving countenance” unto this 
fond precence, Burt ( 1. ) The, Vnii 
mentonzd by che Apoftle, was then u 
onall Believers, Yec (2.) Ic is known 
thar'then they all walked in Church-0rger, 
and rhe ſacred obſervation of all rhe Tnſth 
rutions of Chriſt, (3 ) If ic rakes  aws 
any ching, ic is the Preaching of the Wo a, 
or all manner of Teachiug and Inſtruction; 
which 
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which s'ro overdlirow the whole Ecrip- 
ture, and. to reduce Religion into Barba- 
nſm (4) Nothing is in:-nded in thete 


'| words. bu. the different way of Teaching, 
MW arid deprees cf Succeſs, rerwien rhiit ure 


der the Law, and tha. now eſtabliſhed in 
the Goſp-' tv the pi: 1r'1u' effuſion of the 
ph: ir, a+ \\2:1; been evidenced at large clſe- 
phere, Mor 3. Do they ceaſe in their 

Adminiſtraticr., for want cither of Auth9- 
rit; or Ability to diſpenſe them 5, which is 
feaced viifo tie ſame end. Bur neither 

1s thi: preicn-c of 2ny force 3, It ouly begs 
the thing 1 Quefaon, The Aurhoriry of 
Office f:r the 4d miniſtration of all ocher 
Ordinarces, is an inſtirvtion. And ro 
fay th:c all Inſtitution; ceaſe, by cauſe none 
have A..t: rity to adminiſter them, is ro 
ſay they muſt all ccafe, becauſe chey are 
ceaſed. (2.) The Office of the Mariſt y 
for the cont1:::ation of the Church-ſtate, 
and Admimſt;aticn of all Ordinances of 
Wcſhip unto the end of the World, is 
ſufficienly ſecured, (1.) By the Law, con- 
fljrution and appomtment of our Lo'd 
Jeſus Chriſt, ereQing that Office, and 
giving w:ranty for irs continuance to the 
Comſumation of all things, Matt. 28. 20. 
Epbeſ. 4. 13- (2+) By his continuance ac- 
cording unto his promiſe to communicate 
Spiritual Gifts wo Men, ict the _— 
It 
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rial Edification of che Chyrcb, That this 
he doth fo continue ro do, thar is 15 the 
Trincipal excernal Evidence of his abiding 
in the diſcharge of his M<diatory Office, 
and of yvhac nature theſe gifts are, I haye 
declared ar large in a peculiar Diſcourſe 
on thar ſubje&. (3.) On rhe dury of Bdlie- 
vers or of the Church, which 1s, to chooſe; 
call, and ſo'emnly fer apart unto the Of- 
fice of the Miniſtry, ſych as the Lord 
Chriſt by his Spiric, hath made meer far 
ir, according unto the rule of his worg. 
If all theſe, or any of them do fail, I 
acknowledge that all Mimjterial Axthority 
and Abiliry,for the diſpenſation of Goſpel- 
Ordinances muſt fail alſo, and conſequent- 
ly the ſtate of the Church. And choſe who | 
plead for the continuation of a ſucceſſive 
Miniſtry, withour reſpeX unto theſe 
chings, wirhout reſolving both the Au- 
thority and Office of ir unto them, do 
but ere&t a dead Image, or embrace a 
dead carcafe, inſtead of rhe living and 
life giving Tuſtitutions of Chriſt, They 
rake away the living Creature, and fer up 
a hin ſtuffed with firaw.” Burt if. theſe 
things do unalterably contigue ; if the 
Law of Chriſt can neicher be changed, 
abrogated, or difannulled , if his dilyen- 
Grion of Spirirual gifis according unco his 
promiſe cannor be impeded ; it Pelievers 
through 
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through his grace will continue jn ch” - 
dience uno his commands, it is not pot 
ble rhere ſhould be an wrer far/ure tn whis 
Orfice, and Office-power of tis Minift:y. 
le.may fail in this or char place, in rhis 
or - chat Ch:rch, when the Lord Chriſt 
wil remove his Candl- ſtick. Bur it hath 
living root whence 1: will ſpring again 
in ocher placcs and Churches, whn-{t ct.is 

world deth endure. Neiticr 
- 4. Do they ceaſe, becauſe they hare 
been all of chem corrupted, abuſed, and de- 
filed in the Apoſtacy which fell out amerg 
#1 che Ch 7ches in the latter Ages, as ir 
wasdully forcrold in the Scripcure. For 
(+.) Tins ſuppoſition world make the 
whole Kingdom of Chrift in the wor'd ro 
depend on the corrupt Lults ard wits of 
men, which hve gor by any m<:ns, the 
outward poficfiion of the Almiciftraion 
of his Laws and Or:ilinarces, This is all 
one as if we inonid tay, thar if a pack of 
wicked Judges fhoutn for a ſeaſon pervere 

Tuſtice, Rignrevuſnels and 
rac the veinz of tie ingdon 
carown thereby, as that it Ca; 
reſtored. (2.) Ir would make alt the dy- 
ties cnd ul the priviiedpes of all rrue Be- 
Hevers to depend on the wills-of wicked 
Apcitares. For if chey may not make uſc 
of what they hirve abviced, they can never 
jyicxd Obedicnce to the commands of 
- Chit? 
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Chriſt, nor enjoy the priviledges which 
he hath anncx<d unro h1s Church and 
Worſhip. ( 3.) On chis ſuppoſition, all 
Reformation of an Apoſtarized Church, 1s 
utterly 1inpoſſible. Bur 1t is our duty ro 
heal even Babylon 1t (elf. by a reduRion 
of all rhings unco their firſt Inſticucion, if 
it would be healed, Ferem. g1. 9g, and if 
nor, we are to forſake her, and reform 
our ſelves, Rev. 18. 4. 

There 1s nothing cherefore in all theſe 
prerences, that ſhould in the leaſt impeach 
the infallible continuation of the Evangeli- 
cal Churches and Worſhip, as to their 
righr, unto the end of the world. And 
the Heads of thoſe Arguments whereby 
the Truth is invincibly confirmed, may 
be bricily rouched on, 

I. There are expreſs Teſtimonies of 
the W1ll of Chriſt, and his promiſe for irs 
accompliſhnenr, that rhe Church and all 
its Ordinances of Worſhip ſhould be continu- 
ed always unto the ens of the world, So as 
ro the Charch ir ſelf, Matth., 16. 13. Rev. 
2I» 3». The Miſtry, Matth. 28. 20, Epheſ. 
4+ 13. Baptiſm, Matth. 28. 18, 15, 20, 
The Lords Supper, 13 Cor. 11. 26. As for 
other Inſtirutions, Publick Prayer, Preach- 
ing the word, the Lords day, ſinging of 
Gods Praiſes, the exerciſe of Diſcipline 
with what belongs thereunto, they have 

their 
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their foundation in t52 Law ana Light of 
Nature, being only direct. dard apphied 
unto che G-1ſ>el-Churci-!tatc and worthip, 
by Rulrs cf cl{pecta! Latticurion , and chey 
can,no more ceaſe, than che original Ca» 
ligation of chat Law can io do, 

If it be taid, that norwiciiftanding what 
may be thus pleaded, yer dz fatle, the 
true ſtare of Goſpel-C:iurches, and rheir 
whole worſhip as unto fts Original Inſtt- 
turion did fail unier the Papa! 4;ftacy, 
and thcrefcre may do fo agaiu: I Aniwer, 
(1.) We do not plead thar this ſtate of 
things muſt be always vihb/2 and confpl- 
cuous, wherei: ali Proteſtant Writers do 
$ziec It is ac:nmwicdged, that as unto 
publick view, Obſervatioa and Notorie- 
ty, all theſe things were loit under rhe 
Papacy, ard may be fo agyn under a 
renewed Apoſtacy. ( 2.) I donor plead jt 
to be necetiary de fado, that there ſhould 
be really at ail times, a true vilible 
Church as rhe ſcar of a!l Ordinances and 
Admicititrations in the worl4; bur-all 
ſuch Churches may fail, nor oniy as une 
to Viitbilicy, bur as unto their Exiitenee, 
Bur this ſuppoſition of 2 failure of all in- 
ſiicured Churches aud Worſhip, T1 grant on- 
ly with theſe Limitations. (1.) Thar it 1s 
of Neceſiiry from innumeravie Divine 
Promiſes, and the nature cf Chriſt's 
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Kinply oice. that chere be always in the 
viorid a rimber greater or leſſer of ſincere 
Beltevers, tac openly profets ſuhje&Gton 
aid ox dicnce uiro him. (2.) That in 
eneſe Perſons there reſides an indefeazable 
Arght always to gather theinſclves inro a 
Church ſtate, and ro adminiſter all Gof- 
p:1 ordinznces, which all the world can- 
nor deprive them of 3 which is che whole 
ct what I row plead for. And let it be 
ebſerved, rthar all tre enſuing Arguments 
depend on this Right, and nor on any 
Matter of Fad. (3.) 1 do not know how 
fir God may accept of Churches in a ve- 
ry corrupt ftate, and of worſhip much de. 
prayed. uncil! they have new means for 
their Reformation: Nor will I make any 
judgment of Perſons as unto their eternal 
Conditi-n, who walk in Churches ſo cor- 
rupred, and jn the performance of wor- 
ſhip ſo depraved. But as unto them who 
know them to bc ſo corrupted and depra- 
ved, it is a damnable ſin to joyn with 
rhem, or not to ſeparate from them, 
Revel. 13. 4+ 

2, Tne Nature and Uſe of the Goſpel 
Church-ſtate require and prove the unin- 
terruptid continuance of the Right of irs 
Exiſtznce, and the obſervance of all Or- 
dinances of Divine Worſhip therein, with 
a Power in chem, in whom that Righr 
dorh 
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doth indefeazably refide, thar is, all rrue 
Believers, to bring it forrh into exerciſe 
and p:atice norwithſtanding the exter= 
nal Impediments which in ſome places ar 
ſome times may interrupr irs Exerciie. In 
the obſervation cf Chriſt's Inſticurions, 
and Celebration of the ordinances of Di- 
vine Worſhip, doth the Church-ftare of 
the Goſpel, as profeſiing, conſiſt, Ir doth 
ſo.1n oppoſition. ( 1.) Unto the World and 
the Kingdom of Satan. For hereby do 
men call Zeſus Lore, as 1 Cor. 12, 3 and 
ayow their ſubjetion unto his Kingly 
Power, (2.) Unto the Church-flate sf the 
Old Teſtament, as the Apoſtle diſputes ac 
large in his Epiſtle unro the Hebrews. 
And rhis ftare of the proteſſing Church in 
this Wotld 1s unalterable, be-auſe ir 1s 
the beſt ſtate that the Believing Ghurch 1s 
capable of, For fo the Apoſtle piataly 
proves, that hereby the balteving Church 
15 brought ct; 7:aci@74y, Which ir was not 
under the Law 3 char is, unto 1rs Conjum- 
mation, in che moſt compleat Perfection 
thar God hach d-figned unro ir on chis 
ſide Glory, Heb. 9. +1, 19, For Chriſt in 
all his Offices. is che 1mmediare Head of 
It; Its Conſt, wion, and tre Revelazion 
ot the ways of irs Worthto, are an ettect 
of his Wiſa;mm +, and tron rhence 15 1 emi- 
nently ſuired unto all :4e ends of re Coves 
E 3 nant , 
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1-1t, both on the part of God and man, 
and 15 therefore liable ro no Intercifion, 
or Alteration. 

3. The viſible Adminiſtration of the King- 
dom of Chriſt in this World, confiſts in 


this Church-ſtate, with che Adminiſtrari- +| - 


on of his Infſticutions and Laws therein, 

A Kingdom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath in 

this World; and rhough 1t be nor of the 

World, yer in the World it muſt be, un- 

til che World ſhall be no more. The 

Truth of all God's Promiſes in the Scrip- 

ture depends on ths one Aſﬀſertion. We 

need not here concern our ſelves what 

Notions ſome men have about the cxer- 

ciſe of this Kingdom 1n the world, with 

reſpe& unto the outward affairs and con- 

cerns of it, Rur rnis js certain, that chis 

Kingdom of Chriſt in the world, fo far as 

it is exceraal and viſible, conſiſts in the 
Laws he bath given, the Inſtitutions he 
hath appointed, the Rale or Politie he 
hath preſcribed, with the due ob ervance 
of them, Now all theſe ch1ngs do make, 
conſtirure, and are the Church-ſtare and 
Worſnip equired afrer. Wherefore as 
Chriſt alway hich aad ever will have an 
Inviſible Kirgdom in this world, in the 
Souls of Ele& Believers, led, guided, 
ruled by his Spirit; fo he will have « vi- 
fible Kingdem alſo, conſiſting in a profel- 
ſed 
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|| ſed avowed SubjeRion unto rhe Laws of 


his word, Rom. 10. 10. And although this 
Kingdor, or his Kingdom in this tence, 
may as unto the eſſence of 1t be preſerved 
in the external Profeſiion of individual 


. perſons, and ir may be, ſo exiſt in the 


world for a ſeaſon ; yet the honour of it, 
and its complear eſtabliſhnent, confifts 
inthe viſible profeſſion of Churches, which 
he will therefore matnrain unty the end, 
Bur by Viſible in this Diſcourſe, I under- 
ſtand not that which is conſpicuous and 
eminent unto all, though che Church 
hath been ſo, and ſhall yer be fo again 
nor yet that which is aually ſeen or 
known by others 3 but only that which 
may be fo, or is capable of being ſo 
known. Nor do I aller a Neceflity here- 
of, as unto a conſtant preſervation of Pu- 
rity and Regularity in Order and Ordi- 
nances, according to rhe Origing Inſti- 
tucion of rhem in any place 3 bur only of 
an unalterable Right and Power in Believers 
to render them viſible ; which it becomes 
their indiſpenſible Duty to do, when out- 
ward Impediments are nor abſolutely in- 
ſuperable. But of theſe things thus far, 
ws ty Targa d\w. 


CHAP. 


TRE 4s. : 
CHAP. IV. 

What fort of Churches the Diſciples of 

Chriſ#, may, and ougbt to jyyn 


themſelves unto as unto Entire. 


Communion. 


WE have proved before that ir is the 
Duty of all individual Chriſtians, 


to give themſelyes up unro the Conduct, 
Feliowſtip and Communion of ſome par- 
ticular Church or Congregation. Our pre 
ſent Enquiry heron is, ti'at whereas there 
1s a great Diverſity among profeſling So. 
cieries in the World, concerning each 
whereof it is ſaid, L» here is Chriſt, and 
Ly there is Chrijt, what Church, of what 
Conftirution and Order, any one thac 
takes care of his ow: Edificacion and $al- 
vacrion, ought to joyn himſelf unco. This 
I ſhall ſpeak unto firſt in General, and 
then in che Examinarion of one? particular 
Caſe or Inſtance, wherein many ac this 
day are concerned. And (ine things 
muſt he premiſed unto rhe righr ſtacing of 
the $u'je& of our Enquiry. 

©. The Diverfartes a1l Diviſions among 
Churches which reſpect is to be had un:o, 
in 
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i che choice of any which we will or ogohe 
to joyn unto; arc cf tivo forts, 

(t.) Such as are »ccaſtmn:d by the res 
maining Weakneſles, *Infirmities and Ig- 
noraace cf the beſt cf Men, whereby 
they know but in parr, and Prophefie on- 
ly in part wherein our Edificatin is con- 
cerned, hur our Saſvation nor endangered, 

C2.) Such as are jn and about things 
Fundamental in Faith, Worſhip and O%e- 
diencez We ſhall ipcak ro borh of chem, 

2. All Chriſtt.ms were Originally of one 
Mind in all things needful unto Joynr- 
Communion, ſo as that there mighr be 
among them all, Love without Diſimulati- 
on. Howbeit, there was great Variety, not 
only in che Meaſure of their 4ppfretieiiit- 
ons of the D-Arines of Truth, but in 
ſome DoRrines themſelves, as avour rhe 
continuance of the obſervarions of the 
Law, or at leaſt of ſome cf them; as a'fo 
Oppoſitions from withour unto the Truth, 
by HMeretichs and Apyftates; neither of 
which hindred the Church Communion © 
of true Believers. Bur the Diverſity, 
Difference, and Diviſions that are now 
among Churches in the World, is che ef- 
fe& of the great Aﬀoſtafie which befel 
them all in the latrer Ages, as unto the 
Spirit, Rule, and Praftice of thoſe which 
were planted by the Apoſtles, ar.d will 
nor 
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not he hexled, until that Apaſiaſte be 
Aboiiſhed. 

3. $:tan having poſſeſled himſcif of the 
Advantag? of te» Diviſions, whrre t he 
was the Author, he mak«s uſe of them to 
act h1s Malice and R-ge, in frirring up 
and j:ſtigating one Yarcy to Perj2cute, 
Oppreis and Devyour anoth:r, until the 
Life, Power and Glory of Chriſtian Re- 
ligioa ts alm-ſt loft in the World. Irre- 
quire: therefore great Wiſdom to depart 
our {cives aright 1mong theſe Diviftons, 
fo as ro con'rivute nothing unto the Ends 
of Malice defigned by Satan i: them. 

4+ In chis itaze of chings until4r may be 
cured, which it ::i never 50; 57 ally of 
tne rays Je propoſed and inſiſted on; 
the Enquicy 15 concerning the Dury of any 
one whorakes care of his own Soul, as 
unto a ConjunRion with ſome Church or 
orher. And oa the Negative Part I fay, 

I. Such an one 15 boun4 not to 193n with 
any Church or Sociery where any Fanda- 
mental Article of Faith 1s reje&ed or cor- 
rupred. There may be a Fundamental 
Error ina true Chuch for a ſeaſon, when 
the Church erreth nor Fundamentally; 
1 Cor, 15. 2 Tim. 2. 18. But ] ſuppoſe rhe 
Error 1n or againſt che Foundation, 1s part 
of the Profefſizn of the Church or Society 
ro be joyned unra, For thereby thc Nz- 

. rure 
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ture of the Church 1s deftroyed; ir doth 
not hold the Head, nor abici. on the Fourn- 
dation, nor is the Ground 2nd Pillar of 
Truth. Wherefore although rhe Soczuzuns 
under a Pretence of Love, Forvearance, 
and Murval Toleration, do cicr us the 
Communion of their Churches, wherein 
there is ſomewhar of Order ard Diſcipline 
commendib'e ; yet it1s unlawful to joyn 
in Church Fellowſhip or Communion with 
them, For their Errors «bour the Trinte 
ty, the Incarnatizn of Chriſt, ard his Satis- 
fadlinn, are deſtructive cf rhe Foundation 
of th* Prophers and Apoſtles ; and 1d9/oe 
try, in the Divine Worſhip of a meer 
Creature, 1s introduced by them. 

2. Where there is any Church taught 
or allowed, a Mixture of Dodtrines or Opt- 
nions, that are prejuuicial unto Goſpel Holt- 
neſs or Obeaterc?, no man thar takes due 
care of his Salvation can joyn himſelf un- 
toir. Forthe Originai Rule and Meaſure 
of all Church Communion, 15 agreement 
in the Lcfrine of Frath, Where there- - 
fore there is either not a ſtable Profeſſion of 
the :me Dodrine in all ſubſtantial Truths 
of the Golipel. but an uncerrain ſcurd is 
giver, ſome ſying one ching, (ome ano- 
th: r ; or chat Oppoſirion is made untoany 
Truths, of the Importance before menr1- 


oned 3 None can be bound or obliged to 
hold 
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hold Communicn wich ir; nor can incur 
any blame by refraining from it, For t 
1s the Duty of a Chriſtian iu all rings, 
aporlu3s Thy difaay; And ro jayn with 
ſuch a Church, would ( r.) Stainiirhew 
Proſeflian, (2.) Hinder their Edificath 
on; (3) Eftabliſh a new Rule of Com» 
munion unknown to che Scriptures; name. 
ly, beſides Truth; as might eafily be' mis 
niieſtcd, 

3. Where the Fundamentals of Religh 
64 Worſhip, are corrupred or overchrown, 
it 1s abſolutely unlawful ro joyn unro, or 
abide in any Church. So is it wick the 
Church of Rome. The various ways wher® 
by the Foundations of Divine Religious 
Worlhip, are overthrown in that Church 
by Superftition and -Idolatry, have beet 
Fuffictently declared. Theſe render the 
Communion of that Churc\ pernirious.' 

4. Nor can any Man be obliged ro joytt 
hiuſclf with any Church, nor can i: be his 
Duty ſo to do, where rhe Erernally fixetl 
Rule and Meaſure of Religious Worſhip, 
namely, that jr be of i2ivine Inflitution, 
1s varied or change by any Additions unt 
it, or Swbſtraioms from it, For wherc- 
as One principal end of all .hurches is the 
joynr cclebration of Divine VVorſhip, if 

there be nor a certain ſtzble Rule thereof 


m any Church of Divine Preſcription, no 
Min 
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Man can be obliged unto Communion 
therewith, 

s. Where the Fundamentals of Church 
Order, PraQtice and Diſcipline are deftroy- 
ed, it1s not lawful for any man to joyn 
in Church Communion. Theſe Funda- 
mentals are of two forts 3 (1.) Such as 
concern the Miniſtry of the Church ; ( 2.) 
Such as concern the Church 7t ſelf. 

There are four things that are neceſſa- 
ry Fundamentals unto the Order of the 
Church, on the parc of the Miniſtry. 

1.) Thar all rhe Miniſters or Officers 
of 1t, ve duly choſen by the Church it 
ſe]f, and ſolemnly fer apart in the Church 
urito their Office, according unto the 
Rule and Law of Chriſt, This is Fun» 
damental unto Church Order, the Root 
of ir, from whence all other parts of ir 
do Spring. And it is that which is en7@s, 
or expreſly provided for in the Scripture, 
as we ſhall ſee, If there be a negle& 
herein, and no orher Relation required 
berween Miniſters, Elders, Rulers, Biſhops, 
and rhe Church, but what is raiſed and 
creared by Ways and Rules of mens ap- 
poinrment , or if there bc a Temporary 
diſpoſal of Perſons into a diſcharge of 
that Office, without a ſolemn Call, Choice, 
Ordination, and Swparation -unto the 
Office Yr ſelf and its work, the Law of 

y Chrift 
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Chriſt 1s violated, and the Order of ihe 
Church diſturbed in its Foundation. 

(2-) That thoſe who arc called unto 
the Office of the Miniſtry te Guly qualificd, 
by their Endowment with Spiritual Giits 
for the diſcharge of their Duty, is Fun- 
damental unto the Miniſtry ; that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth ſtill continue his 
Diſpenſarion of Spiritual Gifts unto Men, 
to fit and enable them unto rhe Office 
and work of the Minifiry ; that if he 
doth not do ſo, or ſhould: at any time 
ceaſe ſo to do, the whole Office of the 
Mimſtry muſt ceaſe, and che Being of the 
Church with ir , that ir 4s altogether uſe- 
leſs for any Churches or Perſons ro ere 
an Image of the Goſpel Miniftry by cut- 
ward Rites and Ceremonies, without the 
enliveaing form of theſe Spiritual Gifts, 
I hive proved ſufficiently in my Diſcourſe 
of Spiritual Gifts and their continuance zn the 
Church. "Naerctore a Communication of 
Spiritual Gifts peculiarly erabling Men 
unto the Work of the Miniſtry, antcec- 
dent unto their ſolemn Separation unto 
the Oihce, in ſome good Meaſure, 15. ab- 
ſolutely neceſiary unto the due contnu- | 
ance -of the Office and its Work; Sce./ 
Epbeſ. 4. 7, 11, 12, 12, 14,1%. To fup-. 
pofe that rhe Lord Chriſt doth call and 
appoint Men, unto accrtain Office and 

Work” 
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Work in his Chu-ch, ſecluding all others 
from any Iarcreſt in the one or other, and 
ver no: endow them with peculiar Gifts 
and 41/1 i2s for rhe diſcharge of rhar Of- 
fice a 1d Work, 15 to aſcribe that unto him, 
which it: every way, un»zcoming his Wiſe 
tom and Grace, with his Love unto the 
Clturch, Burt when Men look on all 
Church Order, a3 a lifeleſs Machine to be 
ated moved and diſpoſed by External 
Rules, Laws, Canons and Orders, with- 
our reſpe& unto rhe ARings of the Spirir 
of Chriſt going before in rhe Rule of his 
Word, to enliven every part of it, the 
true Diſciples of Chriſt will receive no 
advantage thereby. 

(3.) It is of the ſame Importance that 
Perſons ſo called do take beed unto their 
Miniftry that they fulfil it, that they give 
themſelves unto the VVord and Prayer, 
thar they labour continually in the V Vord 
and Doftrine, and all rhoſe orher Duries 
which in the Scriptureare preſcribed un-. 
ro them ; and this nor only as unto the 
M.irter of them, but as unto the Manner 
of their p=rformance with Zeal, Love, 
Compaſſion and Diligence. Where there 
1s a preat Defe# 1 any of theſe things, 
01 whar Prctence ſoever 1t he; where 
Men eſteem themſelves exempted from 
this Work, or n2:t obliged unto it; when 

C2 they 
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they ſuppoſe rhat they. may diſcharge 
cheir Office at a cheaper rate, and with 
lefs trouble, as unto their preſent Inte- 
reſt, by ſach ways as I ſhall not here; ex- 
preſs, No Man is, no Man can be obliged 
ro confine his Church Communion, unto 
ſach a Miniſtry. = 
(4+) Ir 15 required that they be Exam» 
ples, unto the Flock, in the Expreſiion 
of the Nature and Power of the Dos 
Arine which they Preach, in their Con- 
verſation, eſpecially in Zeal, Humility, 

Self-denjal, and readineſs for the Crols. 
Where theſe things are nor, there 15 
fuch adefeR in the Fundamentals of Church 
PraQiſe,us unto the Miniftyy of it, that no 
Man who takes care of his own Edificatt- 
on, can joyn himſelf untg a Church, la- 
bouring under it. For Miniſters and 
Churches are nothing bur inſtiruted means 
of rhe Converfion of Sinners, and the Ed1. 
fication cf Believers, And when any of 
them chrough their own default ceaſe fo 
ro be, there 15 no obligation unto any man 
co joyn or continue in their Communion 3 
nor do they contra any Guilt in a peace- 
able departure from chem, bur diſcharge 
their Dury. That chis be done peaceably 
without ftrife or contention, withour 
judging of others, as unto their Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and Erernal Salyation, the Law 
of 
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cf Moral Obedience doth require. That 
it be done with Love and Compaſlion and 
Prayer'towards, and for them who are left, 
1s the peculiar Direaion of that moral 
Duty by che Gofpel. Such a PraRice ar 
prefent would fall under ſevere charges 
and accuſations, as alſo brutiſh Penalries 
in ſome places. Burt when all Church 
Craft fhall be defeared, and the uſes that 
are made of its imaginary Authority be 
diſcarded, there will be little occafion of 
this Pratiſe, and none ar all of Offence. 

Again ; There are Things Fundamentat 
vnto Church Praftiſe and Order 1n the 
Church it ſelf, which where they are neg- 
leted, no man oughr of choice to joyn 
himſelf unto that Church, ſeeing he can- 
nor do ir without the Prejudice of his 
Edification, the furtherance wherevut he 
ought to defſizn 1nthar Duty. Andrheſe 
are, 

C1.) That the Diſcipline of Chriſt be 
dyly exerciſcd jn it, according unto his 
mind, and by the Rules of his Preſcripty - 
on, Thcrenever was any Sec, Order, or 
Sociery of men in the world, deſigned 
for the Preſeryarion and Promotion of 
Verrue and things Praiſc-worchy, bur they 
tad Rules of Diſcipline proper unto the 
Ends of their 1)elign, to be obſerved in 
and by all that belong unto theme. YVhere 
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_ the EreRion of ſuch Societies is continu- 
ed in the VVorld, as ic is much in the 
Papacy, both their Conſtitucion,- and their 
Converſation, depend on the eſpecial.Rales 
of Diſcipline which they have framed-zinto 
themſelves. And this is done by them in 
great Variety for being ignorant of the 
Diſcipline of the Goſpel, and fo eſteeminy ic 
. Inſufficient unto their Deſign, they have 
made no end of Coynirg Rules unto rhem- 
ſelves. To ſuppoſe thar our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who in this Church-ſtate according 
unto his infinite V Viidom, hath «cre&cd 
the moſt perfe& Society for the moſt-per. 
fe&t Ends, of Religion, of Obedience to- 
wards God, of Love and Uſefulneſs among 
our ſelves, hath nor appointed a Diſcipline, 
and grven Rules concerning its Adminiftra- 
tion, for che Preſervation of chat Society, 
and che attaining of thoſe Ends, 1s highly 
1njurous unto his Honour and Glory. 
VVhere therefore there 15 a Church or 
any Society that pretends ſo to be, where- 
mn there is an utter Negled of this Diſcipline 
of Chriſt, or the eſtabliſhment of anorher, 
not adminiſtred by the Laws and Rules 
that he preſcribed, no Diſciple of Chriſt 
can be obliged to joyn unto, or to continue 
in the Total fole Communion of ſuch a 
Church. And whereas there are two 
Paris of this Diſcip/ine of Chriſt; Thar 
7 | which 
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which is Private, among rhe Members of 
the Churci1, for rhe Exertiſe and Preſer- 
vation of Love 3 and that which is Pablich, 
in.-and by the Authority of rhe Rulers of 


the Church, for che Preſervation of Purity 


—_ 


1: and'Order, a Negle& in either of them, 


doth much impeach che Fundamental 


3 'Conſtituti21 of a Church as unto its Pra- 


&iſe. 

2. There are ſundry other things 
which belong unto this Di/cipline 1n 
General, which are of greac confidera- 
rion 11 the Diſcharge of the Duty we 
enquire into, Among them are, 

(1.) Thar conſtant Difference be pur 
berween the Good and the Bad in all 
Church Adminiſtrations 3 

(2. Thac Perſons openly or fl.:gitiouſly 
wicked, be not admitted into the Socjecy 
of the Church, or a participation of irs 
Priviledpes, 

(3) That Hvline(s, Love, and Uſeful- 
nefs, be openly avowed as the Defign 
and intereſt of the Church. But chey 
are all ſo comprized in the General 
Head of Diſcipline, as that T ſha!l not in 


; particular inſiſt upon them, 


From whar hatch been rhus declared, ir 
will appear on the other hand, what 
Church it is that a Diſciple of Chriſt. who 
tabes due care of his own Edification and 
Salvation, 
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Salvation, ought in duty to joyn himſelf 
unro in campleat Communion.” To: at- 
ſer this Enquiry, ts the end of all thoſe 
Diſcourſes 2nd Controverfies whict have 
been abour rhe Notes of the trae Church,"T 
ſhall briefly determine concerning it, -8c= 
cording to the Princip!es before Evinced; 

1. IT muſt be ſuch a Church '#s 
wherein all che Fundam?ntal Truths''6f 
rhe Goſpel are believed, owned, and-pro- 
feed, without Controverſie, and rhoſfe 
not born wichal by whom they are de- 
nied or oppoſed. Withour this a Chuteh 
is nor the Ground and Pillar of Truth; it 
doth not hold the Head, ir 15 not built on 
the- foundation of clic Prophers and Apo- 
ſtles. Neither is it ſufhcienr, char thoſe 
things are generally profeſſed or nar de- 
nied. A Church thats filled wich wrang- 
lings and contentions about fundamental 
or zmportant Truths of the Goſpel, is nor 
of choice to be joyned unto. | For theſe 
things ſubverr the Souls of Men, and 
grearly impede their Edification, And 
although borh among diſtin& Churches, 
and among the Members of the fame 
Church, mutual Forbearance be to be &x+ 
erciſed, with reſve& unto a variety in 
Apprehenſions in ſome Dottrines of leffer 
Moment 3 Yet the Incurſion that hath 
been made into ſundry ProteſtancChurch- 
+ 
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es-in the laſt and preſent Age, of Novel 
Doctrines and Opinions, wirh Differen- 
ces, Diviſions, and endleſs Diſpures which 
have! enſued therecn, have rendered it 
very-difficulr ro determine, how to en- 
gage in compleat Communizn with them. 
For I do nor judge, that any man 1s, or 
can be obliged unro conſtant toral Cam- 
munion wich any Church, or to give up 
himſc}f abſolutely unto the condudt there- 
of, wherein there are incurable difſenſt- 
ons about important Docrines of the 
Goſpel. And if any Church, ſhall pub- 
hckly ayow, counrenance, or approve of 
Bo&rines contrary unto thoſe which were 
the Foundation of irs firſt Communion, 
the/Members of it are ar Liberty, to re- 
frain the Communion of it, and to pto- 
videotherwiſe for their own Edification. 
2. IT muſt be ſuch a Church as where- 
in the Divine Worſhip Inftituted or appro- 
ved by Chriſt himſelf, is diligently obſer» 
ved. wichout any Addition made there- 
unto, In the O'ſervation of this Wor- 
ſhip as unto all external, occaſional Inci- 
dencies and Circumſtances of the Acts 
wherein it. doth confiſt, it js left nnto 
the Prudence of the Church ir elf, ac- 
ccrding to the Light of Nature, and ge- 
neral Rules cf Scripture; and it muſt be 
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Teſus Chrift, by making men his Diſi- 
p'es, doth enmake them from being ra- 
tional Crearurcs, of refuſerh the Exercite 
of the ration] Faculties of onr Souls in 
his ſervice, Bur this is fo remote froth 
Truth, that on the contrary, he 'pives 
them an improvement for this very Qiy: 
thac we may know how to denorr ol 
ſelves arighr 1n che Obſervance of his 
Commands, as unto the ou: ward diſcharge 
of them in hjs Worſhip and the Circum, 
ſtances of ic. And rhis he doth by that 
Gift of Spiritual Wiſdom, wite;eof we ſhall 
treat afcerwards, 
Pur if Men, if Churches, will make 47» 
diti"ns in or unto the Rires of re'igious 
Worthip, unto what is appoinred by 
Chriſt himſelf, and require their Obſer- 
vance in their Communion, on the force 
ant efficacy of rheir being 1» by rhem ap- 
poin:ed, no Diſciple cf Chriſt 15 or can 
be obliged, by verrue of any Divine Infſti- 
rution or Command, to joyn 1n tal, ab- 
flute Communion, wich any ſuch Church, 
He may. be induced on various confide- 
rations ro judge, thar ſomerhing of that 
Nature ar ſome ſeaſon, may noc be evil 
and ſinful unto him, which therefore he 
will bear with, or comply witha! ; yer he 
15 not, he cannot be obliged by vercue 
o: any Divine Rule or Command, to PB 
wm- 
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himſe!lf with, or continue 1n the Come 
munion ct ſuch a Church, If any ſhall 
ſuppoſe that hereby too much Liberty 1s 
granted. unto Believers in the choice of 
tteir Communion, and ſhail thercon 
make ſevere Declamartions, abour the In- 
conyeniences and Evils, which will en- 
ſug7 I defire they would remember the 
Principle I proceed upon, which is, that 
Churches are not ſuch ſacred Machines as 
ſome ſuppoſe, erected and ated for the 
outward Intereſt aud Adyantages of any 
ſort of men; but only means of the Edi» 
fication of Believers, which they are 
bound to make uſe of, in Obedience un- 
to the Commands of Chriſt, and no cther« 
wife, Whereas therefore the Diicipies ct 
Cl rift, have nor only a Divine warrzr.. 
ty juſtiſying them in the doing cf 1t, bur 
an exprets command making it their 1n- 
diſpenſible Duty ro jovn in the Celebs ate | 
on of all that Religious Worſhip, wich 
the Lord Chriſt the only Law g'ver ct rhe 
Church, and who wes ſairhful toth in 
and ,over the Houſe of God, as the Sen, 
Fach Inſtirured and commanded ; bur 
have no ſuch warranty or command for 
any thing elſe, ir is their Duty to ſtand 
faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made them free, And if by the 
fame dreath, in the ſame Aule, Law or 
Canon, 
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Canon, rhey are commanded and o'>/jged 
to obſerve in the Worſhip of God, whar 
the Lord Chriſt hach appointed, and 
what he hath not appointed, boch on the 
ſame Greunds, namely, the Authority 
of the Church, and on the fare Penal- 
ties of their Omifli>n, no man can be di- 
vinely obliged to embrace the Communite 
on of any Church on ſuch Terms, 

3. IT is required that the Miniſtry of 4 
Church > to be jozned with, 1s not defective 
in any cf thoſe things which according 
to the Rule of che Goſpel are fundame:- 
tal thereunto. Whar - theſe are, hath 
been declared, And becauſe Exijication, 
which 1s the end of Church Communion, 
doth ſo eminently depend on the Mini- 
fry of the Church, there is not any thing 
which we ought to have a more diligenr 
conſideration of, in the joyning of our 
ſ{c!lves unto any ſuch Communion. Ard 
where the Miniftry of any Church, be che 
Church of whar fort or fize it will, is ir« 
curably Ignorant or Negligent, or thro? 
a defet in Gifts, Grace, or conſcientious 
attendance unto their Duty, is inſufficienc 
un:o the due Edifcation of the Souls 
of them that believe, no man can account 
himſelf obliged unto the Communion of 
the Church, but he thar can be ſatisfied 
with a Shadow and the Names of things, 
or 
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for the Subſtance and Reality of them, 
If therefore it be granted, as I think 
it is, that Fdification is the principal End 
of af Church Communion, 1r is not incel- 
tigible how a Man ſhould be obliged unte 
chat Communion, and that alone, where- 
in” due Edification cannot be obtaineds 
Wherefore, a Miniſtry exbled by Spirie 
rual Gifts, and ingaged by ſenſe of Duty to 
labour conſtantly in the uſe of all means 
en 10m by Chriſt for the Edification of 
rhe Church, or increaſe of his Myſtical 
Body, is required in ſuch a Church, as a 
Believer may conſcientiouſly joyn himſelf 
unto. And where it is otherwiſe, ler 
Men'cry out Schiſm and Fa&ion whilſt ny 
pleaſe, Jeſus Chriſt will acquit his Dif 
ciples, 1n the Exerciſe of their Liberty, 
and accept them in the Diſcharge of thetr 
Dury. 
[f jthe ſaid, thar if all Men be thus al- 
lowedito judge of what i3 beſt for their own 
Edificatimm, and roaR according unto the 
Judgment which they make, they will be 
continually parting from cn Church unto ang- 
ther, untill all rings are filled with die - 
ſturbance and Confuſion ; 1fay, : 
(1.) That the contrary Aſertion, 
namely, that Men are not a//owed t6 judge 
what is mect and beſt for rheir own Edifts 
cation, or not to ataccording to the Judgs 
G mene 
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ment they make herein, may poſlible keep 
8p ſome Churches, bur 15 the ready way: to 
deftiroy all Religion. 

(2.) That many of thoſe by whom this 
Liberty is denyed unco profeliing Ci:riſtte 
ans,yer do indeed take it for grartd, that 
they have ſuch a Liberty, and that it is 
their Duty to make uſe of it, For what 
are all the Conteſts berween the Church 
wf Rome, and the Churchof England, fo far 
as Chriſtians, thar are not Church-men, 
Ae concerned in them ? Is it ..or, in whe- 
ther of theſe Churches Edification may be 
beſt obtained ? If this be not the Ball 
berween us, I know not what is. Now 
Herein do all the Writers and Preachers 
of both Parties give their Reaſons and Ar- 
| nrs unto the People, w y Edification 
15 berrer to be hadin = one Church than 
in the other ? And do they not require of 
rhem to form a Judgment upon thole Rea- 
ſons and Arguments, and to a accor- 
dingly 3 if they do nor, they do bur 
make a Fouriſh, and a& a Part,hike Players 
pn 4 ſtage, without any determinate deſign. 

(3.) All Chriſtians a&xally do ſo; they 
do judge for themſelves, unleſs they are 
brutiſh; they do AR accordingurto thar 
| nt,un!eſs they are hardened in Sn; 
-and therefore who do not ſo, are not to 
be eftcemed Diſciples of Chriſt. To 
ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe thar in all things of Spiritua” 
and Erernal Concernment, ti:at men are: 
not determined and acd, every one by 
his own Judgment, is an Imagination of 
men who think bur !tetle of what rhey are, 
or do, or ſay, or write, Evcn rhoſe 
who ſhur rhcir Eyes againſt the Lighr, 
and follow in rhe Hcrd, reſolving nor to: 
enquire int» any of theſe things, do ir,” 
becauſe they judgeit is beſt for them ſo ta do, 
(4.) It 1: commonly acknowledged by 
Proteſtants, that private Chriſtians have a 
Fudgment of Diſcretiyn m chings of Religt- 
on. The Term was invented to grant 
them ſome Liberty cf Judgment in Oppo- 
frrion unto the blind Obedience required. 
by the Chaich of Rome 3 but withal. tq 
ut areftraint upon it, and a diſtinion: 
of ſome Superiour Judgment, ir may be, 
mn the Church or others. But if by Di 
eretion, they mean the beſt of Mens Under- 
ſtanding, Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Pru- 
dence, in and about the things wherein 
tt 1s Exerciſed, I ſhould he glad ro be in- | 
formed, whar other 7uagment, than this 
'of D/ſcretion in and #bout the things of 
Religion, this or that.or any Church in 
the World, can have or exerciſe. But 
ro allow Men a Judgment of Diſcretion, 
and not. to grant it rheir Duty to a ac- 
cending unto thar Judgment, is to oblige 
G 3 thena 
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them to be Fools, and to at, net diſcreetly, 
at leaſt not according unto their own 
Diſcretion. 

s- The ſame is to be ſpoken of Goſpel 
Diſcipline, without which neither can the 
Duries of Church Societics be obſerved, 
nor the ends of rhenyq, attained, The negs 
lea, the loſs, the abuſe hereof, is that 
which hath ruized the Glory of Chriſtian 
Religion in the World, and brought the 
whole Profeſſion of it into Confufſjon. 
Hereon have the fervency and ſincerity 
of true Evangelical mutual Love been 
abated, yea, utterly loſt. For that Love 
which Jeſus Chriſt requireth among his 
Diſciples, is ſuch as never was in the 
world before amongſt men, nor can be in 
the World, bur on the Principles of the 
Goſpel, and Faith therein. Therefore it 
is called his New Commandement, The 
Continuation of it amongſt the Generaliry 
of Chriſtians is bur 'vainly pretended; 
little or nothing of the Reality of it in 
its due Exerciſe is found. And this hath 
enſued on the Negle& of Evangelical Diſ- 
cipline in Churches, or the turning of it 
into a Worldly Domination. For one 
principal End of it, is the Preſervation, 
Guidance, and a&ing of this Love. Thar 
mutual Watch over one anorher that ought 
to be in all the Members of the —_— 
the 
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the Principal Evidence and Fruit of Love 
wichout Diſhnwlation, is alſo loſt hereby. 
Moſt Men are rather ready to ſay in the 
Spirit and Words of Cain, Am I my Bro- 
thexs Keeper, than toartend unto the Com- 
mana of the Apoſtles, Exhert one anther 
ganly, leaſt any be hardened through the De-- 


'celtfulneſs of. Sin; or comply with the 


Command of our Saviour, if thy Brother 
offend thee, tell him of it between him and 
thee. By this means likewiſe is the Pu- 
rity of Communion loſt, and thoſe re- 


ceived principal Members of Churches, 


who by ail the Rules of Primitive Diſct- 
pſrne, onghe to be caft our of thi 

Wherefore this alſo is ro be confidered in 
the Choice we are to make. of- what 
Churches we will joyn our ſclyes unto, . 
as unto conſtant compleat Communion, and. 
in whoſe Communion we will abide, 
For cheſe things are matters of Choice, 
and conſiſt in Voluntary free As of Obe- 
dience. With thoſe unto whom they are 
not ſo, who would on the ore hand have ]-- 
them ro be things that Men may be com- - 
pelled unto,and ought foro be ; or on the 
other, that follow no other Guidance. jnz 
chem bur outward Circumſtances fre m. 
the Times and Places where they are borm 
and inhahir, I will have ns Conteſt. 1t: 
follows from hence alſo, That, 
G 3 Where: 
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Where there are many Churches where- 
in theſe things are found, whereon we 
may lawfully and ought in Duty to joyn 
with ſome of chem, 1n particular, every 
one 1s obliged to joyn himſelf unto ſuch 
a Church, as whoſe Principles and Pra- 
Qiſes are moſt ſuited unto his Edificatj- 
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F'2 R your further carrying on of this 
Work, there is another Book Do- 
Ror Owen liv'd to finiſh, and left ic as his 
laſt Legacy to the Church, Inciculed, The 
true Nature of a Goſpel Church, and its 
Government, wherein theſe following par- 
ticulars are diſtiaRtly handled : 


T. The $ubje& Matter of the Church. 

IT. Formal Cauſe of a parcicular 
Church. | | 

HT, Of the Polity, Rule, or Diſcipline 
of the Church in General. 

IV. The Officers cf the Church. 

V. The Dury of Paſtors of Churches. 

VI. The Office of Teachers in the 
Church, 

VII. Of the Rule of the Church, or of 
Ruling Elders. h 

VLIE. The Nature of the Polity or Rule, 
with the Duty of Elders. 

IX. Ot Deacons. 

X. Excommunication. 

Xl. Of the Communion of Churches, 

Ia large Quarto, price bound 32. 


Other 


Ocher Books lately Publiſhed of Dr, 
Owens : Left behind him fitred for the 
Preſs. 

1, A Treatiſe of the Dominion of Sin 
and Grace, Price Bound r £. 

2. A Brief and Impartial Account - of 
the Nature of rhe Proteſtant Religion, its 
State and Fate 1n the World, irs Strength 
and Weakneſs, with the Ways and [ndi- 
cations of the Ruin or Continuance of irs 
publick National Profeſſion, Price 6 d: 

3+ A Brief Inftruftion in the Worſhip 
of God, and Diſcipline of the Church of 
the New Teſtament ; by way of Queſtions 
and Anſwers, with an Explication 4nd 
Confirmation of thoſe Anfwers. Price 
Bound 1 5. 

Medirations and Diſcourſes concern 
ing the Glory of Chrift ; Applied unto uns. 
converred Smner: and Saints,unler Spiritu- 
al Decays, from = 15.24. Bound 1 5, 

Theſe with the rett of Dr. Owen's 
Works that are 1n Print are ſold by Will7- 
am Marſhall ac te Bible in Newgatesſtreet ; 
where you may be ſupplicd cf ocher Au» 
thors Books following. 

An Expoſicion of che whole Book of the 
Revelation, wherein the Vifions and Pro- 
Pheſies of Chriſt are opened and Expoun- 
ded; By that Late Reverend Divine Han- 
ſel Know!ls. Price Bound 2 s. 65 d, A 

I, 


Dr. Criſps Works in large Quarto, ſour 
parts. Bound 7 £. 

A Plain and Familiar Conferrence, 
Concerning Goſpel Churches, and Order 3 
for the information and bencfir of thoſe 
who ſhall ſeek the Lord their God, and 
ask the way ro Sjon with their Faces thi- 
therwards. Price Bound 1 F, 

Aſhwood's Heavenly Trade, or the beſt 
Merchandize. Price Bourd 2 5. 6 d. 

Aſhwood”s beſt Treaſure,or the unſcarch- 
able Riches of Chriſt. Bound 2 5. 6d, 

Mr. Mead's Effigies, lately Engraven and 
Printed on large Paper. Price 6 d. 

Mr. Caryls Effgies. large Paper 6d. 

;Dr. Owen's Etfhgies in large Paper 6d. 

Mr. Bunyan's Efigies, large Paper 6 d. 

Dr. Criſp's Effigies in Paper 6d. 

There is Newly Printed a Stirch'd Book, 
containing fix Sheets ; entituled, The Suf- 
ficiency f the Cpirits Teaching : By Sam- 
muel How, Price 6d. 

Thoſe that ſend for fix Books ſhall 
have a ſeventh Gratis. 

Likewiſe there is in the Preſs, and will 
be Publiſhed Cif che Lord will) February 
next, 1692, To Subſcribers and others, 
Bound 12 £5. 

The Labours of John Bunyan, Author 
of the Pilgrims Progreſs, late Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and Paſtor of the Congregs« 
tion 


ion at Bedfwrd, Colle&ed, and Printed in 
Folio. by Procurement of his Church and 
Friends, and by his own Approbation be- 
fore his Death, that theſe his Chriſtian 
Myuiſterial Labours, may be preſerved in 
the Worid. 

He was an Eminent Convert, and Ex- 
perieac'd Chriſtian, He was an Excellent, 
Eminent and Famous Goſpel Miniſter, He 
hach Suffered Twelve Years Imprifon- 
ment for Goſpel Preaching. His Books 
have ſold admirably we'!l, And he*beha- 
ved himſelf Wiſely, Pl:inly, -ouragiouſ- 
ly, as a Follower of t!1e Grear' Apeſtle 
Paul, as he.was a Follower of Chriſt. And 
'theref re all Chriftian People, may reckon 
themſelv-; obliged ro -reſerve rhefe his 
Labours. 

This Folio will contain Ten of his Ex» 
cellent Manaſcripts, prepared for the 
Prefs, before his Death : and Ten of his 
Choice Bnoks already Printed, but long 
ago, and nor now to be had. Their 
Titles are as followeth, wuz. 


MANUSCRIPTS. 


An Expoſition on the Ten firſt Chapters of 
Geneſis. 


Fuſtification by Imputed Righteouſneſs. 
Paul's Departure and Crown. 


Uracl!'s 
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' Deſires of the Righteous granted. 


Iſrael's Hope Incouraged. 


The Saints Priviledge and Profit. 4 
Chrifi 4 compleat Saviow. 4+ 3 
Saints knowledge of Chriſt's Love. ' 
The Houſe of the Foreſt of Labenon. 

A. Þiſcription of Antichriſt, 


BOOKS formerly Printed. 


Saved by Grace. 

Ci Behaviour. 

A Diſcourſe of Prayer. \ 
The Strait Gate. 

Goſpel Truthe opened. 

Light for them in Darkutſs. 
Inſtrudions for t . 
A Map of Saktion, &c. 
The New Jeruſalem, 


The Reſurteten. 


